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Introduction

It's been more than ten years since peace and quityspvere announced in the Chechen
Republic. News shows of all countries abound witttupes of restored avenues of Grozny,
recently opened Argun-city, the biggest and thetrbeautiful mosque in Europe, exuberant and
luxurious festivities.

European countries have started deporting ChecteerRussia, and those newly arrived are
denied asylum.

But somehow a rumor spread over Chechnya that Gsrinad decided to accept 40 thousand
Chechens and each family would be given a smaitraéint and a bit of money to build a house.
And so nave people, who have easily believed an evidentntiwe for some reason, sell all
their belongings, collect money for a carrier, hirdous, and whole streets rush to Germany.
Thousands of Chechens leave behind all the beanftig® republic built anew, their homes and
their land loved as strongly as only Chechens oaa trading it all for uncertainty, for doubtful
hopes to reach the promised land.

European migration services are puzzled: what hagghewhy do people flee their peaceful
homes and travel to unknown lands, why are thesplpewho have known trouble in plenty for
the last few decades so credulous?

What would happen, if let's say, it was announce@ermany that the US are ready to accept a
few hundreds of thousands of Germans, provide tivim a slot of American land and some
money to build a small sun-dried bricks house? Haany of people willing to leave everything
behind and rush into the unknown would there be?

If this is happening with Chechens there must barereasons for it. A man must feel really bad
to put at stake everything in his life in excharige an ephemeral hope that some unknown
people are ready to accept him somewhere.

We can point to the basic reasons for it.

Fear. | would like to name fear weighing upon peoplélesfirst reason. People still go missing
in Chechnya. At that the decrease in statisticshef abducted and the killed does not look
trustworthy. People are afraid of turning to lawfoeoement agencies and human rights
defenders, as they no longer believe that anybadyhelp them.

In this report we cite the stories of young Cheshefictims of tortures and false charges who
pled guilty after their relatives — parents, wivessters - were threatened with tortures and
violence. Detentions of family members of illegamad formations (NVF) participants often

follow the same scenario: a person is either fotcedecome an informer or charged with ties
with NVF. Then avowals of guilt are extorted undertures and pressure, and people are
sentenced to imprisonment under fabricated chaiieen incited to inform on others, people
are blackmailed with threats of charges with seyioctimes connected with terrorism and of

being sent to prison. Some people yield to thissuee, mostly out of fear for their relatives.
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When imprisoned Chechens and other residents oNtdréh Caucasus are subjected to severe
discrimination not only on the part of other cortsi@and the administration of penitentiary

facilities. Courts do not pass judgements on gaalple, neither do they rule on cancellation of

punishment for ill people. Thus a disabled Lecharigjraliev who was seriously injured with a

gunshot wound during detention, has been kept stody for many years and is on the list of

those “inclined to escape” despite our enormousrstf

Another convict with an amputated leg is regulglscced in a penal isolation ward where it's
forbidden to sit — one can only stand all day long.

Several Chechens and North Caucasian natives vegngapently subjected to humiliation and

insults up to beatings on the part of a penal golstaff on ethnic grounds and during

performance of religious rites. In February 20litharal proceedings with regard to the beating
of convicts were instigated at the demand of the@cCAssistance Committee lawyer, but the

security were acquitted. The lawyer's titanic @éffaesulted in the cancellation of this sentence
upon appeal. The case was reviewed, but with thee s@sult: an acquittal sentence in April

2014. And in June this year special purpose tr@spged in the colony and beat up the convicts
who had written applications. Later the Supreme r€Cofi the Republic upheld the acquittal

sentence.

(For more information on the situation of Checligpublic residents in the penitentiary system
facilities see the report of the Civic Assistan@e®nittee of 2014.)

Persecution is recurrent, that's why people ardyréa flee anywhere to save their lives and
escape humiliation.

Corruption and arbitrariness . The second reason for the population to flee G is the all-
embracing corruption openly penetrating all theesph of life which is combined with a total
lack of the rule of law. In the Corruption Perceps Index of 2013 Russia ranked f23ut of

177 countries (http://www.transparency.org/cpi204ilts). But the level of corruption in the
Chechen Republic is much higher than the averagel lm Russia. Extortions from state
employees, entrepreneurs, any business are exeamisnly. Those who refuse to pay a part of
their salaries put their chiefs in the situationewtthe latter have to pay themselves, and face the
threat of dismissal.

Modern institutions do not function, it is practiganot possible to understand where the money
belonging to the citizens disappears from the bawéither the prosecution office, nor the
investigative bodies are in a position to courtter i

Families with many children turn to the Civic Agaisce Committee in relation to the “maternity
fund” that can be spent to improve housing condgidor the child, on his treatment or
education. After an investigation we had undertakémned out that the decision on payment of
the maternity fund was made, that the money wassfeared to Chechnya from Moscow, but
never reached the women's accounts. Their accaratempty. In reply to our enquiry we
received an answer that the money was taken forejbe@yment of a construction or renovation
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credit. However, the bank failed to present a copthe credit contract the women deny having
signed. They also refer to the fact that no renowatvas made in their houses and no
construction materials were bought. In our condgidanks have a controlling function, and
when a purpose crediting contract is signed, the& beon't pay against invoices of a different
purpose. It means that the women could not havedvatvn the money from their bank accounts.
The bank could only pay against the invoices fa ¢bnstruction or renovation presented, and
the copies of these documents were to have bedrnrképe bank.

As we are going to show below, the order or justish of the head of the Republic has much
more weight than any law.

The so-called “return to traditions”. And finally, the process of the so-called “retum
traditions” Vainakhs never actually had is of aagrenportance. We discuss it in detalil in this
report — mostly in the section devoted to the situiaof women. The cult of power and wealth
was never characteristic of a considerably demictedditional Vainakh society. It was not a
custom to humiliate members of society, pride anatage were valued more than a rude force of
an absolute power. Education was considered a®btiee main values, since it could not be
taken away from people during neither the wars,theroccupation or deportation. The status of
a woman in the family, despite its subordinate fomsj was high. In the family her role was
dominating: «The paradise is under your motheet feuns the wisdom Vainakhs love to repeat.
It was not acceptable to force a woman to wearaas$earf. Only the eldest man in the family
could make a critical remark concerning her behawdring with paint balls, lecturing or
physical abuse (a simple sexual harassment inviami)d never have been possible in the past.

Freedom-loving Chechens don't want to live in sacituation. But they don't have any internal
alternative. It is possible to hide from perseaui their relatives' or friends' in other regidos

a short while. But such a fugitive can't settlevahgre permanently. As soon as he wants to go
for a work, to study or simply to see a doctor, thumstion of his registration will arise. And
having drawn up a registration, this person becoseesssible for the Chechen authorities, since
the information on the whereabouts will also be sieere.

Memorial has interrogated the lawyers of the “Mtgma Rights” Network — all the answers run
that it is only possible for Chechen families tttlsein other regions of Russia if they have their
own housing, work and friends or relatives who yetmdhelp them.
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Criminal prosecution of the residents of the ChecheRepublic

Any person regardless of his sex, age, health tonddr social status is subjected to the risk of
illegal prosecution (with the exception of pracligaonly small children). However, there are
categories for whom this risk is increased and sgmeps for whom persecution is practically
inevitable. The latter include people who haveeatst once attracted the attention of the law
enforcement agencies on suspicion with connectiatisthe armed opposition. At that this risk
extends to those who fought on the opposition Gia#uding during the first war) and those who
voluntarily or under pressure, deliberately or witheven knowing it, have at least once done a
small favor for the rebel fighters (have given fa Ibought some food, offered shelter for the
night), as well as relatives and friends of theetdighters or those whom Kadyrov men consider
as such, random people slandered by somebody tortiees.

The persecution of these people usually followssttteeme described below:

- abduction, keeping in an unknown place withoutrially registering the detention, tortures
with a view to extort avowals of guilt as accessstio the armed underground (tortures are often
accompanied by money extortion, and sometimesdlagives manage to free the abducted for
ransom, which, however, serves no guarantee frpeated abductions);

- if the abducted agrees to give the evidence ddathrhe is “legalized”: detention is drawn up
(with a later date indicated), a charge is brougider Article 208 of the RF Criminal Code
“Organization of an illegal armed formation or peigation in it” (less frequently under Article
209 “Banditry” or article 210 “Organization of aiminal community or participation in it”). The
person is afterwards placed in custody in a ped-tletention center, with the help of a lawyer is
persuaded to agree to a special judicial procefhae below) and sentenced to one or two years
of imprisonment;

- if the abducted endures tortures and does net g evidence wanted by Kadyrov's men, they
continue tortures and finally kill him. If he spemiite a long time in an illegal prison and grew a
beard, he is dressed in camouflage, equipped wgilmaand is passed for a rebel fighter killed in
action. In case this can't be done the corpsecietg buried or destroyed. If the circumstances
do not allow killing the abducted, he is thrown gvima deserted place crippled by tortures.

Judicial proceedings of the cases related to thecgmation in an illegal armed formation is a
pure formality. Acquittals are out of the questidinere exists an unofficial instruction of the
Ministry of Justice of the Chechen Republic to pdevthose charged with participation or
complicity in illegal armed formations with statppminted lawyers who should not be too
diligent. If the relatives invite another lawyer defend the accused and this lawyer zealously
fulfils his duty, the same Ministry will try to depe the lawyer of his status. Many lawyers
working in human rights organizations are subjetbeithis pressure.

State-appointed lawyers usually recommend thentdi charged with complicity in illegal armed
5
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formations, to agree to a special judicial procediiis new institution of Russian criminal law
(Chapter 40 of the RF Criminal Procedural Code)viples for delivering a sentence without
examining the evidence of the guilt of the accuseuth the consent of the accused. At that the
sentence passed in the course of a special pracedalt be appealed against due to irrelevance
of the court's conclusions with regard to the famtsase. Appeal is only possible in case of
violations of criminal procedural legislation. THact that under a special procedure the
punishment ruled can't exceed two thirds of the imam term provided for the incriminated
crime makes it attractive for the accused.

The special procedure is especially widely use€echnya in connection with charges with
complicity in illegal armed formations, as it ha®oyed an extremely convenient way of giving
an appearance of legality of charges based on ssiofes extorted under tortures.

Consideration under a special procedure is assighéde request of the accused, but it's very
easy to persuade a person who's been througheasrtarsubmit such a request, as for him it
means reduction of the prison term and the endftérings.

If the case is considered in the usual order aadttused states at the hearing that he pled guilty
under tortures, the court, as a rule, ignoresdtatement, which has no impact on the sentence.
The judge reads out written testimony, the infororaprovided by the investigation and states
that it is more reliable. Changes in the testimarg interpreted by the judge as an intention to
avoid or mitigate the punishment. The court absuptits short any mention of the tortures.

For those who have served their sentences und@leA208 and returned to Chechnya, the
persecution does not end. Upon release the gnearteof them go through the same ordeals once
again: abduction, tortures, conviction or deathm8acof them are persuaded to “cooperate”,
which means to provide assistance by slanderimg@roking with a view to fabricate criminal
cases against other people. In case of refusalithien is threatened with a repeated abduction
with all the well-known consequences.

There are several reasons for the fact that Cheolwbn have served their sentences on charges
with complicity in illegal armed formations are $etted to persecution.

First of all, Chechen authorities, intolerant to/ @ahissent, have good reasons to consider these
people, who have been through tortures and thetagrgart of whom have been convicted
guiltlessly, as secret and unsatisfied opponentiseofegime.

Secondly, enforcement structures need to fulfél ghan of combating separatism, and the result
demanded is not civic peace in the republic butrtbmber of destroyed or imprisoned rebel

fighters and their accomplices. That is why thegkldor the easiest way to achieve this result:

they check the addresses and grab the people lieeygy know, from whom, in addition to it, it

is easier to force the necessary evidence, as ofahgm are morally and physically crushed and
are very well aware of what expects them in casgbdtiction or arrest.

Thirdly, force structures agents themselves amrésted in a complete disappearance or as long
imprisonment as possible of those whom they abduttetured and sent to prison, as they don't
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want to be held responsible for their crimes —at hy the law, then by tradition, in accordance
with which the family (clan, teip) can't forget tivesult. Offenders or their relatives should be
punished, which signifies the start of the feudjolhis a matter of honor for the family insulted
by the tortures and illegal persecution. That ig,wkgardless of any high rank Kadyrov's men
can hold, they understand that family members efitisulted person present a permanent threat
to them.

Fearing the continuation of persecution some Chezkeho have served their sentences under
Article 208 (“Organization of illegal armed formati or participation in it”), are reluctant to
return to Chechnya and try to settle in other negiof Russia. However, this does not guarantee
any security to them. And the matter is not onky filict that Kadyrov's men can find them in any
region of Russia. An important factor creating atods for discrimination and persecution of
Chechens who have served their sentence undefeA208 is the law of 7 August 2001 # 115-FZ
“On counteracting the legalization (money laundgrthe author's noteof crime income and
funding of terrorism”. In accordance with this ldlae Federal Service of Financial Monitoring
(Rosfinmonitoring) compiles and regularly publisH8$e list of organizations and physical
entities with regard to whom there is informatiom their complicity in extremist activity or
terrorism” in the government newspaper “Rossiyskggzeta”. (This list is spread in the Internet
under the title “List of terrorists”, seeww.scribd.com/doc/811346¢4@ne of the grounds for the
inclusion in this list is a previous conviction wndseveral articles of the Criminal Code,
including Article 208. The above-mentioned law a#othe banks to deny the people on the list a
number of banking operations. In practice this pssmn is interpreted as an absolute
prohibition, and the person on the list can't eveve a credit card made. However, the
consequences of the inclusion in the “List” go fsgyond the right to carry out banking
operations. Regardless of whether the people orighare really involved in terrorism or not
they get a life-long stigma of “terrorists” whictrrhs them into outcasts and a convenient target
for new persecutions.

Below are several typical stories of Chechens wh&allen victims of persecution in the last
few years.(In some of the cited cases we indicate real nash#iseir heroes, others are fictitious
depending on how well known some stories are asdnasd danger of disseminating others).

1. In May 2008 the resident of the Valerik villagleAchkhoy-Martan region of Chechnya A. was
abducted and subjected to tortures by local fotoectire officers (supposedly from thd 7
company of the Ministry of Interior of the Chechieepublic) with a view to extort avowals of
complicity in one of the leaders of the armed ojgpwms killed in May 2008 in the village of
Valerik. Earlier A. indeed bought some foodstuftéce to a person who had addressed him at the
mosque saying he was hungry. Knowing that this Enapt of mercy would be interpreted as a
crime contrary to the law and common sense, Alyfldénied this fact and after a few hours of
torture was taken to the forest and released. iHaved only thanks to the fact that his relatives
managed to trace where the abductors had takeardnmsisted on his release.

Having failed to benefit from the first abductiohAa, force structure officers started looking for
7
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him the next day exerting pressure on his relatsgethat the latter would take him to the police
themselves promising that the young man would getyavith a suspended sentence. His father
yielded to this pressure but A. himself refuseglead guilty of a non-committed crime. He had
no other way out but to escape. So A. left first3b. Petersburg, to his elder brother, and then —
having learnt of his friend's arrest and a frampd:timinal case against him — to Poland, where
he applied for a refugee status.

A. spent two years from 2009 to 2011 in Polandrassylum seeker, was denied status and in
December 2011 was deported to Russia. Howevegstit for long that he enjoyed a calm life
in his motherland. In August 2012 — without anydegretext — enforcers started exerting
inexorable pressure on A.'s relatives to forcecAcame to the police, though no charges against
him were presented. Fearing for a repeated abduatid tortures A. secretly fled Chechnya and
then — Russia. At the moment he is once again sgeagylum in one of the European countries.

2. In October 2009 19-year-old resident of stanRsmvomaiskaya of Groznensky region of
Chechnya S. allowed his acquaintance who had Hgcexitirned from Europe, to spend a few
nights in his relative's empty house. S. didn'tviribat his acquaintance was an NVF member.
One day, when S. was shepherding sheep not far fismstanitsa, he was abducted by
unidentified police officers and was subjectedaures for three days in an unknown place. On
the fourth day he was delivered to StaropromysipMBKOVD (regional police department) of
Grozny where he was also tortured with a view ttmenformation on armed underground and
an avowal of aiding illegal armed formations. Oalgser to the end of tortures he learnt that the
rebel fighter nicknamed Seryi, the acquaintancé wibhom he was forced to acknowledge, was
his very friend who had returned from Europe. Diespevere tortures S. refused to give evidence
required until his torturers threatened they wdoiohg and torture his brother and father. This
threat made him sign an avowal of aiding illegahed formations in the form of a one-time
purchase of clothes and hygienic items for the stitb 000 rubles (500 USD). After that he was
released against recognizance not to leave.

At the end of January 2010 S. was again abductatebgfficers of Staropromyslovsky ROVD.
There he was tortured for the whole day to make $lander somebody he didn't know. Having
failed to achieve their goal, the policemen habk&tdim go.

In May 2010 S. was sentenced by the Grozny distaatt to 2 years of imprisonment for a crime
under part 2 of Article 208 of the RF Criminal Cod&e state-appointed lawyer persuaded S. to
agree to the consideration of his case under aadgeocedure.

S. served his sentence in Volgograd colony # 3,reviiee became a victim of permanent
persecution on the part of the administration: las \lwumiliated, beaten up, placed in a penal
isolation cell under farfetched pretexts. Becausthis he opened his veins twice. In July 2011
several senior Chechen prisoners turned to the geament of the colony with a request to put an
end to the persecution of the young man. This relquas interpreted as a riot, special police was
called to the colony, all Chechen prisoners weegged out into the yard, made to undress and
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lie on the ground and were beaten up. This evemeda light, a special commission arrived in
the colony, but found no violations in the actiasfsthe colony management. The prisoners’
attempt to hold the administration responsible wiith help of a hired lawyer brought no results.
(The information about this event was disseminatatie Internet by the Chechen writer Ruslan
Zakriev, see:http://chechnyatoday.com/content/view/15870)5&fter that, at the end of
September 2011 S. was transferred to general regioay # 12 of the town of Volzhsky in the
\Volgograd region where he stayed till the end sfterm.

In May 2012 S. was released and returned home.al8 thter he was again abducted by
unidentified policemen: they put a bag on his haad took him to an unknown location, where
he was threatened for a few hours and warned #hatduld still be of use and shouldn't try to
escape.

At the beginning of August 2012, when S. was orastyre, a car drove up to him and he was
offered to get in. Police and FSB agents sittinthia car, without introducing themselves tried to
make him agree to cooperate with the help of teredie refused and the same night fled
Chechnya. A few days later he called his mothed, gve told him that at that very moment she
was being interrogated by the police who affiiméattS. “had joined the rebels in the

mountains”.

S. has repeatedly tried to leave Russia and sedlnasn Europe, but was deported. For a few
months S. lived in Moscow thanks to the financiaport provided by the Civic Assistance
Committee, was planning to get married and livecptdly doing any work that would let him
to. We have failed to help him. In 2014 he wentuokey. According to the latest information the
young man found no other way out but to move tae&Swhere he was killed under unknown
circumstances.

3. 23-year-old resident of Grozny I. worked in lgisusin R.'s construction company upon
graduation from the university. In July 2010 histdnt relative who had joined illegal armed
formations after his brother's murder by the polgtarted exerting pressure on I. demanding the
latter should buy clothes and food for himself dan&l comrade. This relative also demanded R.
should buy him two guns. In case of refusal heafemeed the brothers with rebel fighters'
revenge.

At the beginning of August I. and R. fulfilled tidemands of the rebel fighters hoping to end the
pressure on their part. A few days later |. wasuabetl and held in the police department of the
Staropromyslovsky district of Grozny. Despite amdst account of his contacts with rebel
fighters I. was subjected to severe tortures anahmdogical pressure for nine days until R.
abducted together with him agreed to give Kadyrowesn all his fortune. After that the police
drew up I. and R's arrest, stopped torturing thewh @ansferred them to a pre-trial detention
center. As a result of tortures I. had suffered¢tad not walk.

In November 2010 I. was sentenced by the Staropstowgky district court of Grozny to a year
and a half of imprisonment for a crime under padf ZArticle 208 of the RF Criminal Code. |.
served his sentence in two colonies in Volgograderehhe was subjected to permanent
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persecution on the part of the administration.

In September 2011, when I. was still in the coldng,cousin R. who had been released not long
before, was abducted and went missing. That is Whyparents took him to the neighboring
country right after his release in February 20b2June 2012 I.'s younger brother was detained in
Chechnya. The police demanded he should inform.'sfwhereabouts. It turned out that a
resident of the Valerik village had slandered Idemtorture thinking that this would do no harm
to . who was abroad. Thus I. can't return to haghmarland.

The risk of persecution of relatives of the abddctelled or convicted under charges with
terrorism or complicity in illegal armed formatioms almost as high as for real or sham rebel
fighters and their “accomplices” themselves. Hunmgyits defenders working in Chechnya
observe that force structure agents keep purshigggtpeople's families, as they see in them, and
not without reason, those dissatisfied with themegand their personal enemies hoping to make
them answer for their crimes one day. Moreoves @asier to accuse members of these families
with complicity with illegal armed formations: treesharges look quite convincing.

4. A typical example is the numeroBsidullaev family from the village of Yandi of Achkhoy-
Martan region of Chechnya.

During the first Chechen war elder Baidullaev besthparticipated in the armed resistance to the
federal troops, were wounded. Their mother, ZoyeeK®ova, helped the wounded — rebel

fighters, soldiers, civilians (in 2002 she wasddllin Grozny in a crossfire while she was helping

a wounded rebel fighter). After the end of thetfiwsr the Baidullaev brothers did not take part in

armed resistance, but under Kadyrov's rule haverrdieeen attention of the force structures as
potential opponents possessing skills of a gueniia In this connection one of the brothers fled

Chechnya and doesn't inform even his relativesofvhereabouts, as the contacts with them are
most likely under control of the force structurése other two brothers fled Russia.

The second reason for persecution of the Baidulfagily are acquaintances of one of the six
brothers, Taimir, among rebel fighters. In 2008 afethem was captured, and there was a
broadcast on local TV with him giving avowals o fguilt. In particular, he stated that Taimir
(whose photo was found in the rebel's mobile phav&y a member of NVF. (Afterwards he
asked Taimir's relatives for pardon for this fadsédence saying that he gave it under torture).

After this broadcast Taimir was detained by thdcefs of Achkhoy-Martan regional police
department (ROVD). Head of this department Taus Bkamav, notorious for his greed and
cruelty, told Taimir the latter could be released300 thousand rubles. Taimir's relatives brought
100 thousand rubles to the ROVD head and prom@éditg 200 more thousand rubles the next
day, after which Taimir was released and had thidong. He was put on a wanted list, and all
his relatives fell victims of permanent persecutonthe part of the force structures.

In April 2008 Taimir was detained together with @érother young residents of the village.
Among those detained was Baidullaevs' 20-year-@dhew Kazbek. He was forced to give
evidence that he was involved in illegal armed fations and was sentenced to 6 months of
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imprisonment. He was released in October 2008,candn early morning of 21 March 2009 he
was abducted from his own house. He was beaten Aghkhoy-Martan ROVD for three days
till he agreed to plead guilty for complicity in NFVKazbek was convicted under article 208 of
the RF Criminal Code and was sentenced to 2,5 ygansprisonment. Soon after release he was
again taken to Achkhoy-Martan ROVD. After his relas paid Mamakaev 50 thousand rubles,
he was released, only to be abducted and go miss@gnonth later.

Another Baidullaevs' nephew, Anzor Baidullaev, isually handicapped. In 2008 he was
convicted under article 208 of the RF Code togethi#n Kazbek, and on 22 March 2009 after
Kazbek's abduction, the force structures came woAs home as well, but the latter was not in.
He fled to escape Kazbek's lot. (On persecutiokadbek and Anzor Baidullaev see Memorial
Human Rights Center newsletter “Situation in theezof conflict in the North Caucasus: human
rights defenders’ evaluation. Spring 2008tp://www.memo.ru/hr/hotpoints/caucasl/index.jitm

On 16 August 2008 enforces burst into the apartwhiere Rustam and Taimir Baidullaev lived.
Taimir managed to escape through the window, bistdn was taken to a deserted place and was
beaten up with accusations that he was helpingrother and was an accomplice in the latter's
crimes. Rustam lost consciousness and came tosipithh where strangers who had found him
in the suburbs of the town had taken him.

On 15 May 2009 force structures officers tracednliaand tried to seize him. According to the

Ministry of Interior of Chechnya he offered the igelarmed resistance and was killed in a return
fire (http://ria.ru/incidents/20090515/171191979.htnhh fact, according to witnesses' evidence,
Taimir shoot back, but blew himself up with a gr@de was carrying for the occasion of an
arrest to avoid tortures.

However, after Taimir's death the persecution ef Baidullaev family did not stop. On 25 May
2009 Kadyrov's men took the pregnant wife of onthefbrothers and for 5 days interrogated her
in a basement asking questions about her husbash@amir's friends. After she fainted from
physical and nervous exhaustion, she was brougtk bad dropped at the entrance of the
apartment block where she lived.

In February 2009 Beslan Baidullaev residing in Ggpzvas summoned to the police department
of the Katayama village — and disappeared. Aftedsar turned out that he was detained in the
police department and handed over to the AchkhogtdiaROVD head T. Mamakaev who took
Beslan to his department. 2 weeks later Beslanessefl under tortures that he had helped NVF.
The police were extorting a bribe from Beslan'atigks to mitigate his sentence to one year of
imprisonment, and the relatives paid the bribe.

On 8 April 2010 force structures agents detaineal ather Baidullaev nephews in the village of
Achkhoy-Martan, a 22-year-old Shamil Baidullaev an@1-year-old Adlan Galaev, a disabled
young man suffering from TB. lllegal methods of éstigation were applied to both, the lawyer
hired by the relatives was not admitted to theidets. Both were convicted under article 208:
Adlan got a suspended sentence, Shamil is sersngnhthe territory of Chechnya.
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In 2012 another Baidullaev brother was arrestetariid.

On 18 June 2012 Adlan Galaev was repeatedly abdlficien his home in the village of Yandi,
and the next day Baidullaev's minor relativB gdade student Mairbek Baidullaev, born in 1996,
was abducted from his aunt's house in Grozny. TWieareabouts remain unknown.

The last event in an endless chain of persecutidheoBaidullaev family was the disappearance
of Beslan Baidullaev. Released in 2010 from ther@blkozovo prison, he settled in Grozny, got
married. On 22 May 2013 he went to the Baidullaamify house in the village of Yandi for
some household needs. That night he sat up ldie atlatives' and then went to sleep in his own
house. At dawn a large number of enforcers wera sear his house. Beslan never returned to
Grozny. There is still no information about hinhttp://memo.ru/d/160389.html Our
organization turned to the prosecution office witigard to Beslan Baidullaev's disappearance,
however, we did not receive any persuasive ans\Mee suspicion expressed by the law
enforcement agencies that Beslan “had gone to thentains” (i.e. joined rebel fighters) does not
stand up to criticism, since there were enoughefetouctures officers around his house not to let
him flee.

5. Belimkhanov Umar Vakhaevich Lived in the town of Gudermes, the brother of Kiked
NVF member Adam Belimkhanov. For more than thremyéde lived with his family in Norway,
from where he was deported back to Russia in Noeer2011.

Umar Belimkhanov's lawyer Bryn Risnes tried to @y his family's deportation. In this
connection he sent a number of questions to ownisgtion. The questions and our answers are
cited below, moreover, the Civic Assistance Coneritand Memorial Human Rights Center
referred an expert conclusion on Umar Belimkhanos'se to Norway stating that Umar and his
family's return to Russia was dangerous for theremidrial Human Rights Center chair and
Svetlana Gannushkina testified in his case on Skypwever, the deportation did take place.

«Dear Mr. Bryn Risnes!

| am glad to answer your questions concerning g#ytuen case of Umar Belimkhanov — Adam
Belimkhanov's brother.

(1) Role and importance of Adam Belimkhanov?

Adam Belimkhanov was one of the most famous NVEigpants. He was born in the village of
Khosi-yurt (Tsentoroy) — the same village with Kealy which gave him some promotion
opportunities in the power hierarchy of Chechnyec@ding to the testimony of Said Burlaksky,
a well-known field commander and chronicler of @eechen underground, Adam repeatedly left
the NVF unit and set off for purchases of weapams military equipment to the villages and
towns of Chechnya. The passport with the Khosi-Yegistration served as a pass and protection
to him. (Seenttp://www.kavkazcenter.com/russ/content/2009/0&2403.shtm)l

Adam Belimkhanov's death was covered in Chechnyalag victory. Our staff member Akhmet
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Gisaev who was at the moment responsible for teespmonitoring, translated Kadyrov's and his
environment's speeches in mass media humiliatirgrABelimkhanov's relatives, including even
his grandmother.

(2) Will his death mean less danger for his brother?

Adam Bilemkhanov's death does not deprive hisiwest especially brothers, of their status of
Kadyrov's enemies. If traditions regulate in sonmaeymostility and revenge, in the present-day
Chechnya Kadyrov's environment have extended therepof responsibility far beyond the
customary boundaries. No norms are observed, ngjrd@ience against women, house arsons
have become a routine matter in Chechnya.

I will cite the information on recent events thant be openly published with real names
indicated not to expose the informers to mortalggan

«On 18 June a special operation started with a vievseize NVF members. Force structures
officers took away all the abovementioned (thosatimeed to me by the informant. S.G))
relatives of the alleged rebel fighters and madenthwalk around the forest with them till

morning. They were brought home only on the eveoiid® June.

In the morning of 20 June they were again forced&tk around the forest by the force structure
officers and were let off only in the evening. $ame situation repeated on 22 June.

For the period from April 2011 and till the presenbment, according to various data, about 40
young men joined armed resistance in the mount&ios the 5 regions of the republic.
Lawlessness, arbitrariness of the force structureemployment urges young men to join rebel
fighters. The force structures are counteracting fgthenomenon punishing the relatives.

After 17 June local force structures officers withany sanctions detained many young men who
were in their opinion connected with the resistance

On 24 June at 3 p.m. in the village of Geldaganeartamouflaged people drove two families
out of their houses (we do not indicate the namesdfety reasons) and burnt the houses down.
Both houses were completely burnt, incendiariesdstevaiting for the houses to burn down,
some were even shooting the fire on camera. TheoSdhe owner of one of the houses had
joined the armed resistance, the other house wag buclusively due to kinship between the
two owners.

Two days later the house of another relative ofNM&= member, who had been convicted and
had already served his sentence, was burnt downkn®® of similar operations, which were
conducted with regard to people who had in fat¢tRefssia.

The revenge for the kinship with those who had regltime ago joined rebel fighters can be
delayed or cancelled only in case these relativakenpart of Kadyrov's environment and are
involved in the crimes of this monstrous regime.

A young man finding himself in this system canfuse to be involved in its crimes. He can't but
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leave the country again. However, we know thatetlseno hiding even abroad, which can be

illustrated by the murder in Vienna of Umar Isrgjlavho was pardoned and made an associate
by Kadyrov. However, Umar refused to take partinures and murders taking place in Ramzan

Kadyrov's illegal prisons, where Umar himself ahdrt his father spent terrible months and were
also subjected to tortures. Umar fled Russia alttabout what was happening in Chechnya and
in Kadyrov’s environment, he informed Austrian aarities of the threats he received, but the

former did not consider his apprehensions as degpserious attention.

That is why Adam Bilemkhanov's death does not affesitively the security of his relatives,
including his brother.

(3) If it is not safe for the brother to stay in Chechnya, can he live in a different region of
Russia?

In our annual reports for the last few years weehageen providing evidence of the fact that there

is no alternative of resettlement for resident€béchnya, because the authorities are doing their
best to make all Chechens return to the ChechenlbiiepAttempts to leave Chechnya and settle

in other regions of Russia fail: Ramzan Kadyrontemtion to gather all Chechens in Chechnya is
encouraged by the federal and regional authoriGégchens are denied house rent, registration,
employment, in an insulting way humiliating ethared human dignity.

A constant threat to find oneself imprisoned reteogh to Chechens in Chechnya and to those
who are permanently residing in other regions. &atructures officers plant drugs, weapons,
explosives upon them, frame up charges with tesmoriAt court they can't rely on humane
treatment and justice. In penitentiary facilitieee€Chens are subjected to humiliation, beatings
and permanent risk of life.

Residents of Chechnya and its natives don't hayefiaancial means to provide for housing.
Compensation for the housing lost in the ChechepuBl& constitutes 120 thousand rubles,
about 4 thousand USD. It is not only impossibldbtty a house with this money, but it is not
enough even for renting for a period exceedingrBediths depending in the region. Moreover,
for the last three years funds are practicallyailaicated for the payment of compensations from
the state budget. In 2009 only 87 families receigethpensations, payments for the next two
years are planned to be paid at the same speedidédng the fact that positive decisions were
made only with regard to families who had left Omeg during the military actions
acknowledged by the authorities, we can state ttimisands of families have been waiting or
compensation for at least 6 years.

We would like to note thatp evaluate real alternative for resettlement elsexg in the country

protection should be granted by the state bodyude the applicant should have an opportunity
of a safe, decent and legal access to the proteated within the country; there should exist
conditions for meeting the needs of vulnerable gspeonditions in this area should be sufficient
not to make the applicant go back to the area wheres running a risk of a serious harm on one
of the convention grounds; absence of risk of @asserharm should be determined objectively
and must not be considered unlikely. Alternativerasely possible in cases when it is the
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government that is the agent of persecution. (&€RE Guidelines on the treatment of Chechen
internally  displaced  persons, asylum seekers andfugees in  Europe»

http://www.unhcr.org.ua/img/uploads/docs/Guidel29on%20the%20treatment%200f%20Ch
echen%?20internally%20displaced%20persons%20(IDRPEa%ylum%20seekers%20and%20ref
ugees%20in%20Europe%20(2011)%20rus)pdf

Since the Belimkhanov did not have the means teeléar another country, they had to go back
to the Chechen Republic. Below is Umar Belimkhas@¢count of his return:

«As soon as we landed in the airport in Moscow, RB& officers took us to their office. Only
thanks to the intervention of human rights defesdeino had been notified by their Norwegian
colleagues of our deportation and who had come &etnus, we successfully reached the
Chechen Republic. Upon arrival in the Republic Inaged to find out the circumstances of my
father's death. After the murder of my brother Adéorce structure officers forcefully took away
my father somewhere and demanded he should spéak thie media accusing and repudiating
his son. Father refused to speak out with suchatestent, after which he was severely beaten.
After that he was in hospital. Three months later died of a kidney fit. Before he never
complained of a kidney disease and was sure higlgglwere hurt as a result of those beatings.

After our arrival on 2 December 2011 | was takeratbase in the village of Tsentoroy (Ramzan
Kadyrov's patrimony where he has a secret pris@stidiee by numerous witnesses — S.G.). | was
kept there till the end of the month and torturathwelectricity. | was rebuked for having left the
country. Before the departure | had been warnedtaodeave the republic. They poked human
rights defenders' articles about our family in ragd, insulted and tortured me because of them.
Releasing me they told me not to leave the repallitnot to change my telephone number. For
this reasons | am afraid to leave alone, withoutfampily, and | don't have the means to take the
family with me. After release and until today | Baween having pains in my head around the
right ear and in my left side. Recently | learnattithe soil together with the remains from the
mass burial ground of those killed by the forceistres, whose bodies were not given out to the
relatives, was loaded by excavators on the truakd taken away somewhere. There is some
information that they were buried on the outskotshe Tsentoroy village. My brother's corpse
which hasn't been given out should also be themeNof our relatives communicate with us,
even close relatives are afraid not only to helpt to even mix with the members of our family.
None of our family can find a job, and it has beeareal problem for us to earn our bread. We
can't provide for food and clothes for our childréronstantly feel that | am being watched”.

In January 2013 Umar Belimkhanov got into a caidsad: an oncoming car collided with his, at
that the driver of the other car practically did soffer and got away with an arm fracture. Umar
was heavily wounded and died in hospital. His wafeonvinced that the car accident was framed
up.

Below we cite the translation of a TV show trangton in which Ramzan Kadyrov forces Adam

Belimkhanov's and Taimir Baidullaev's close relesito repudiate the former standing at their
bodies. After this procedures the bodies of thiedtilvere never given to the relatives for burial.
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The translation and comments were made by Akhmeaasi — Memorial staff member who
received asylum in Norway after Natalia Estemirevaurder. Akhmed Gisaev was subjected to
persecution as a witness in this case and lefti&ug®n advice of the investigator who couldn't
guarantee his security.

« «Grozny” TV channel6. 05. 2009 «Special reportage” show 9:20 p.m..

Topic — explosion, subversive act near the MVD. fequences, killing of those allegedly
involved in NVF.

At the beginning a reel was broadcast (apparerdlyelephone talk), two persons against the
resistance forces flag).

Person 1:«For each killed brother we'll kill five munafiklypocrites) or murtads (apostates)
(i.e. Russian elements). They are Allah's enentties,is why we will fight with them. This is our
brother who has decided to sacrifice his life a jimad against this injustice, against these
scoundrels!»

Person 2(allegedly a suicide bomber)«Inshallah, they are our brothers and they aahebds!
We won't leave it like this. We are sure to takegeance!».

The ChR President Ramzan Kadyrov:«Parents should know that Chechens have been!killed
Those who had a kin and a tribe. | kept saying wetrput an end to this war but the more you
yield to them, the more insolent they get. Wellywilow up, spoil the city! Honest to Allah!
We'll destroy Wahhabbis and those who are conneeitid them in Chechnya! | have been
waiting up to now, | thought they would come toitheenses, but from now on | won't leave
alone those whose children are in the forest. Timesgt bring their children or destroy these
bastards. Otherwise we will. We won't even captimem, and then we won't allow to even
pronounce their names. Who is Umarov — a swindler!»

Minster of Interior of the Chechen Republic R. Alkhanov: «At a distance of 500 meters a
suicide bomber blew himself up. He approached, Balldb, and when he came up closer to the
policeman, there was an explosion. Our two offi@es killed, three are wounded. This is not a
jihad!”

TV host: «Before dusk the suicide bomber was identifiedwas the circle of accomplices. In
the course of the operation and search actionsCiechen MVD officers destroyed four
accomplices who had assisted in the terrorist Hot terrorists' corpses were presented to the
relatives for identification. The terrorists' rél&s were not even mourning. That is only
understandable! The officers who destroyed temsyrisaved the relatives from trouble the
terrorists could bring to all their kin with theictions».

Further on corpses of the killed alleged NVF memberare shown.

Ramzan Kadyrov security service head (Patriot)«He does not deserve to be the native of the
Khosi-Yurt (Tsentoroy) village. Nobody knows him this village. We have saved you from
danger...».
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Killed Adam Belimkhanov's grandmother: «l kept following him. Tried to stop him, but in
vain”.

(the village of Tsentoroy) The uncle of killed AdamBelimkhanov: «I am his uncle. We did
not agree with his activities. Now we are evenengdd that it's all happened in this way...May

be the others will stop, seeing this. He has ndived here and no one knows him in this
village...».

Ramzan Kadyrov security service head (Patriot)«He would be known if he were a man. In
this case everybody would know and respect hinthAt moment we don't consider him a man.
This is what will happen to all the others...».

Host: «Here is a record where he is advocating Wahhalaisig.

Adam Belimkhanov (of the killed, allegedly an NVF nember): «There is no Islam here!
Violence is everywhere, but there isn't a hinthef teligion....».

Further on the reportage continues and the corpkése killed — alleged rebel fighters — are
demonstrated.

Adam Belimkhanov's corpse is shown in the broaddéast lying on the ground, uncovered, the
military kick it with their legs and insult. Thelagives standing near are awfully frightened, can
hardly say anything. They even have to thank thedative's murderer. It is all happening in a
humiliating way for the relatives and the killed.

Host: «And this is the family of the killed Baidulladaimir».

An armed person in civilian clothes «You are his father! You remember I told you tog the
son back?! Well, look at this!».

Father (of the killed, allegedly an NVF member):«You should know that any father would
wish his son no harm. | tried to bring him back...»

An armed person in civilian clothes «Yesterday he jumped into somebody's barn, saok b
and then exploded himself...».

Courts, just like all other authorities in Chechnyg are subjected to direct intervention on
the part of the executive power representatives andKadyrov in person (see Memorial
Human Rights Center newsletter “Situation in th@ewof conflict in the North Caucasus:
evaluation of human rights defenders. Spring 201i://www.memo.ru/uploads/files/1360.pdf

6. A bright example of this is the story of theyjwrerdict with regard to persons accused of
robberies of officials' houses. On 25 February 2@i4he Supreme Court of the Chechen
Republic the jury acquitteéllvi Abdurakhmanov andMagomed Akaev Together with Ibragim
Bakaniev they were charged with assaults on prikateses for the most part belonging to local
officials and robbed them as part of a bandit faroma The accused were charged under part 2 of
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article 209 (banditry), pp. “@” and “b” of part 4 article 162 (robbery) and under a number of
other articles of the RF Criminal Code, under whitley were threatened with long-term
sentences. In particular, according to the invasitg data, in one of the assault attempts a police
officer was killed in the shoot-out («Kavkazsky kze20.9.2013). In the course of the trial
numerous evidence was provided to the jury configrihat the criminal case file materials had
traces of gross falsification at least with regawdiwo of the accused — Abdurakhmanov and
Akaev. The accused themselves gave up their avavfalsilt they had signed under torture in
the course of the pre-trial investigation. As auteshe jury acquitted Abdurakhmanov and
Akaev. Bakaniev was found guilty only under artid&7 (attempt on the life of a law
enforcement agent). The acquitted were releasdbeircourt room. Madina Abdurakhmanova,
Alvi Abdurakhmanov's sister, immediately sent honhis relatives in the village of Valerik for
security reasons fearing revenge on the part ofréfettives of the man killed in one of the
robberies. However, on the night of 25 February ftiree structures started looking for both
acquitted. At about 6 p.m. in Grozny armed peopleae to the house where A.Abdurakhmanov
lived permanently. They did not introduce themseglvdid not show any documents but
demanded that Alvi Abdurakhmanov should be immedifagiven out to them, and Akaev's
whereabouts disclosed threatening with seriousemprences for the relatives in case of refusal.
Armed law enforcement officers came to that houskta M. Akaev's house also demanding that
relatives should give him out. Right upon releagaegVv went in hiding, and his whereabouts are
still unknown.

The reasons for the force structures' activity bexalear when the same night, at 10 p.m. a
fragment of the Chechen Republic head Ramzan Ka@yrspeech was broadcast on the
“Grozny” TV channel. He spoke about the acquittdhvanger, and came down on the judge and
the jury with harsh criticism. It followed from thispeech that since Kadyrov personally and the
force structures who are actually subordinate to, lare convinced of the guilt of the accused,
the job of the court is just to draw up the guigrdict “for those who shot at the police officers,
and then acknowledged their guilt themselves”. Kadyseveral times emphasized the fact that
in the course of the investigation the accused platty, while “these ones (i.e. the jury — the
author's comments) came and acquitted them”. Apgigreinfamiliar with the case Kadyrov
stated in his speech that the accused had beemetetan the crime site with the guns, which
does not correspond to the materials of the césekiadyrov did not know either, that the fact of
tortures during investigation was documented amd @hcorresponding application had already
been filed with the Strasbourg court. Having sdes broadcast on TV Alvi Abdurakhmanov's
relatives got so scared that the next day, on 28uaey, committed an unprecedented deed for
the Chechen society — made Alvi come back to Graamy give himself in to the authorities.
There he was immediately detained and kept in gfeeational search unit of the Criminal Search
of the Interior Ministry of the Chechen RepublicGmozny. Formally he was not detained, and in
response to the victim's sister Madina's applicatmthe Investigation Committee, Prosecution
Office, Investigative department for Chechnya amdebtigative department for the North
Caucasus in the North Caucasus Federal Circuitinthestigative department informed her that
no one had detained her brother, and all this timbad been with at his friends'. Despite several
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visits of the sister and the mother, Abdurakhmasesiereabouts are still unknown.

In the meantime the Investigative department ofRRenvestigation Committee for the Chechen
Republic opened two criminal cases at once upompipécations of the jury members who took
part in the court proceedings of the Abdurakhmanawd Akaev's cases stating they had been
allegedly threatened with “health harm” if they wliddeliver an acquittal verdict with regard to
the accused. It's worth mentioning that these vy members filed their applications with the
investigation bodies only on 27 February 2014,ta days later after the acquittal verdict was
delivered and after Kadyrov's angry speech. Theamce of these applications can become not
only the grounds to cancel the acquittal verdict #lso a means of exerting pressure on the
family of the acquitted so that the latter don'gdain of law enforcers' illegal actions. On 14
March the Prosecution Office of the Chechen Repudgipealed against Abdurakhmanov's and
Akaev's acquittal at the Supreme Court of the CaedRepublic. Having called the sentence
unmotivated and illegal, the Prosecution Officeeaskhe Criminal chamber of the RF Supreme
Court to cancel the acquittal and refer the casa teview. However the RF Supreme Court
upheld the acquittal.

Immediately upon release Magomed Aakaev went hjding his whereabouts are still unknown.
According to some information, Akaev is in Europleare he will hopeully be granted asylum.

Despite several dates with his sister and wifej Abdurakhmanov's situaiton remains uncertain.

7. Another symbolic example is connected with anahiprosecution of the Chechen public
figure, president of Caucasian People's AsserRblslan Kutayev. In defiance of the authorities’
policy on 18 February 2014 he organised and heddientific conference devoted to the™70
anniversary of the deportation of Chechens anddingdrom their historical motherland. In the
course of the conference Kutayev allowed himseticat remarks on the republican authorities’
political position on the deportation issue. Thextnday, on 19 February all conference
participants were summoned to the office of the Rdp head to meet Ramzan Kadyrov, who
gave a dressing-down to the organisers of the unapd conference. Kutayev refused to take
part in this humiliating event. On 20 February RusKutayev was detained in the village of
Gekhi of Urus-Martan region on suspicion of keepegoine. According to the official version
he was detained in the street since his behaveaned suspicious to the police patrol. During the
search a large dose (3 grams of heroine) was “founitis pocket, which he had allegedly found
on a taxi seat and automatically put in his pocBeit these confessions were most likely given
under torture to which Kutayev was subjected dutimg first days of his detention. At that,
according to Kutayev's written testimony given ke tawyer, deputy interior minister of the
Chechen Republic A. Alaudinov and head of the agstration of the head and the government
of the Chechen Republic M. Daudov personally toakt in the beatings and electric current
tortures. Later on Kutayev confirmed this inforroatiat court (the Novaya gazeta, 12.5.2014).
Kutayev pled guilty under tortures, and his avoafaguilt became the foundation of the charge
with keeping drugs. At that, as Kutayev's relatiaesl close friends say, it's hard to imagine a
more absurd charge against him than keeping dKugistyev is a healthy life-style fanatic, and
moreover, a devout Muslim, very scrupulous in teahgeligious norms observation (the Novaya

19

3toT1 matepuan BbinyweH MOO ML, "Memopunan", KoTopbil BHECEH B peecTp, NpeaycMoTpeHHbIn cT. 13.1.10 3 "O6 HKO". Mbi obxanyem aTo peLueHuve.



gazeta, 4.6.2014). The investigation of this cateassort of a record — it lasted only five days,
including two days of the weekend. Already on 25iAB014 the first court hearing of the
criminal case against Kutayev took place in Urugifaregional court of the Chechen Republic.
He is charged under article 228 p.2 (illegal kegpoh drugs in large sizes with no purpose of
selling) of the RF Criminal Code. In the coursetb& court hearing the testimony of the
witnesses for the prosecution were heard, whichhss® more questions and doubts rather than
provided reliable evidence. The Chechen policenadled to describe at court how the package
found during Kutayev's body search was packed gmhed, why the police didn't make any
photos during the search though they did photogrdghe scene. The witnesses also failed to
explain why Kutayev was not sent for a medical exaton after detention and why the
information on the crime was not properly registieréhe witnesses themselves evoked distrust.
According to the defence, these persons were regilganvited as witnesses by the officers of
the department for counteracting illegal drug tutnaf the Criminal Investigation Department of
the Chechen Interior Ministry (withess Naurbiyev)couldn't tell in detail about a girl they came
to visit (witness Batalov). The evidence of a numibilewitnesses given at court contradicts the
version of the investigation and questions thedtz#rthe prosecution. Nevertheless on 7 July the
Urus-Martan Municipal court of the Chechen Repufiend Ruslan Kutayev guilty under article
228 p.2 of the RF Criminal Code and sentenceduoyears of imprisonment.

At the end of October 2014 the panel of judgeshef $upreme Court of the Chechen Republic
considered Kutayev's appeal. The Court ruled tongbathe sentence of the Urus-Martan
Municipal Court of the Chechen Republicduly 2014 with regard to Ruslan Kutayev, namely:

* delete from the sentence R. Kutayev's convictiodeurp.2 of article 228 “illegal purchase of
drugs” as excessive;

» cancel additional punishment in the form of onerysgrisonment;

* mitigate the punishment prescribed to Kutayev RMMder p. 2 of article 228 from 4 years to 3
years and 10 months of imprisonment in a genegane colony with no fine.

* Indicate that the term of serving Kutayev's sergdacalculated froni July 2014.

The Supreme Court left the rest of the sentencdamged and did not satisfy the lawyer's
appeal. Moreover, the Supreme Court of the Cheé&tepublic stopped proceedings in relation
with Kutayev's complaint of tortures in August.

8. Officially Suleiman Edigovwas detained on 12 September 2012. However, dogotd his
words, the officers of the interior Ministry of tli&hechen Republic abducted him as early as on 3
August 2012. It is confirmed by his mother's apgtiien concerning her son's abduction filed
with Memorial Human Rights Center on 27 August 20L3ter on it became known that
Suleiman was subjected to lengthy and cruel tostwwéh electricity in the regional police
department (ROVD) with a view to extort an avowiguilt. After the confessions wanted by the
force structures officers were extorted from Edigloe was transferred to the Operational and
Search Department of the Chechen Interior Ministhere he was kept till there were no more
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traces of beatings, and only after that he wasiaffy “detained in the market place”.

Those were these very personal confessions thatntedhe main proof of his guilt in the
indictment. And only when the prosecutor demandggehars of imprisonment for the accused in
the course of the court trial, Suleiman Edigov &dfrio the judge with a statement about the
abduction and tortures and showed the traces dirieiéy tortures on his hands.

At that point an unprecedented thing happened:guslgubakarov considered the reasoning of
the defence and decided to resume judicial exaromaif the case. The witnesses of the
abduction, the nurse who tended t Edigov's wouftés tortures in the operational search unit of
the Chechen Interior Ministry, other defence wisess experts and doctors were interrogated.
The interrogations revealed apparent contradictiorthe testimonies. As the judge concluded,
“‘judicial examination provided the court with evidee confirming the reasoning of the accused
Edigov S.S. that R.Sh. Alkhanov's subordinatesicpobfficers illegally abducted him on 3
August 2012, kept him in custody till 12 SeptemB8d2, wound his fingers with aluminum
wire, subjected him to tortures with electric catréorcing him to plead guilty, inflicted rotting
wounds around four and five fingers that didn't|lhlea a long time” (the Novaya gazeta,
11.11.2013). Afterwards judge Abubakarov receivieckdts on the part of high-ranking law
enforcers including presumably the Ministry of hde of the Chechen Republic lieutenant
general R. Alkhanov. As in the case described aliowas said to the judge that Edigov was
guilty of the crimes incriminated to him and thel@e was warned against delivering an acquittal.

On 1 November 2013 judge Abubakarov recused hinasel judge motivating it with the fact
that “after the intervention of an official of suaHevel (meaning the Chechen Interior minister)...
any sentence | deliver... will look either as a c@sien in case of conviction or a as a
demonstration of bravery in case of acquittal, a&.a contract or a protest one” (the Novaya
gazeta, 11.11.2013). After this unprecedented demeaof judge Abubakarov Edigov's case
became known in the judicial community and the Bé&rthe country (Russian reporter,
12.2.2014).

However, the judicial community of the Chechen Rejgurepresented by the Judicial Council of
Chechnya not only refused to support Abubakarowbusidered his deed as a gross violation of
judicial ethics. The Council submitted a requesth® Higher Qualification Board of Judges of
the RF to deprive Abubakarov of the judge statusrieethe appointed time. The Prosecutor of
Chechnya Sh. Abdul-Kadyrov also demanded Abubakesere deprived of the judge status and
a criminal case opened against him. As of July 2Ahdbakarov was still in the position of the
judge of the Supreme Court of the Chechen RepuBlitthe situation remains tense. To protect
their father from potential trouble Abubakarov'sisonoved in with him.

After Abubakarov's recusation Edigov's case hearmgumed the “needed” course under the
guidance of the member of the Presidium of the &upr Court of the Chechen Republic G.
Alexandrov. The new judge dismissed practically th# applications of the defence with no
hesitation (including the requests to exclude fribra evidence system the testimony extorted
from Edigov under torture or with gross violation§ Russian criminal procedural norms),
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granted petitions of the prosecution and ignore@y@ds statements concerning the abduction
and tortures.

In protest against judicial arbitrariness Edigowswa a hunger strike from 14 till 31 March 2014.
At first he was brought to the court room on atstrer, but on 26 April the judge had to suspend
the proceedings. It was probably due to the protésthe accused that the Investigation
Department of the RF Investigation Committee far Worth Caucasian Federal Circuit cancelled
the decision to deny the opening of a criminal cagainst the law enforcers (of 27 February
2014) who took part in Edigov's abduction and t@s$uand ruled an additional review of the
case. However, on 29 April it turned out that tineeistigation bodies had denied the opening of a
criminal case against those who tortured Edigovidok of corpus delicti. The expected result
was a harsh sentence delivered by judge Alexandno23 May 2014 — Suleiman Edigov was
found guilty of having committed crimes under det#c317 and 222 p.2 of the RF Criminal Code
and sentenced to 14,5 years of imprisonment in@ stgime colony.

On 7 November 2014 the RF Supreme Court dismissiégbizs appeal upholding the ruling of
the Supreme Court of the Chechen Republic of 23 Mag4. The lawyers are drafting
complaints to the Presidium of the Supreme Coudtthe ECHR.

In conclusion to the chapter we would like to nibtat at the end of 2013 — beginning of 2014 the
European Court of Human Rights granted an unpretedenumber of complaints on Russian
authorities from the North Caucasus residents.

41 complaints concerning forced disappearance agésidents of Chechnya (2001 — 2006) were
fully or partially granted. The European Court fduthe Russian Federation guilty of the

violation on the merit of Article 2 (the right tafd) of the Convention for the Protection of

Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (hereinafBamvention), as well as other articles of
the Convention. Moreover, in the majority of caghe Court found procedural violations

connected with the lack of effective investigation.

4 complaints of 17 applicants under cases on refosgive out rebel fighters' corpses to their
relatives for burial were also granted.

Later, in summer 2014 two more ECHR decisions vasievered with regard to the natives of
Chechnya who are not residing in the republic atgresent moment. The cagesadaliev vs.
Russia and Antayev vs. Russiaoncerned the incidents of violence on ethnic gdsu
discrimination of reluctance of the authoritiesrteestigate these incidents.

In the first case the police did not properly inigste the assault on Amadaliev and his friend by
fifteen nationalists in the village of Chastoozerigf the Kurgan region, though the policemen
had enough rapid information to do it.

In the second case Antayev and seven other aptdicveere beaten up by the police during a
search. In the course of the searches the polstétéd the victims and allowed themselves racist
remarks. No one was held liable, and the motivetiofic hatred was not considered at all.
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In both cases the ECHR found Russia guilty of ti@ation of Article 3 of the Convention
(prohibition of torture and cruel treatment). IntAyev's case Article 14 of the Convention was
also violated (prohibition of discrimination). (Sktemorial Human Rights Center newsletters at

http://www.memo.ru/d/2403.html).
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On the situation of women in the Chechen Republic.again.

Alot has already been written on the situatiomofmen in the Chechen Repubiltc.

However, we keep confronting a lack of understagdithis problem both within and outside of

Russia. The main reason for this lack of understand the lack of adequate information on

what is going on, since the problems of relatiopdietween men and women, children born out
of wedlock, rapes, not to mention the problemsheflitGBT community, are a strict taboo in the

Chechen culture.

At that the mentioned problems remain topical. Mweer, they are aggravated, and new
problems arise connected, as it has already beérakave, with the fact that a strict adherence
to traditions is nowadays replaced with declaratiaand arbitrariness on the part of the
environment of the Republic head in power. Ofterculiivated, but invested with unlimited
power, today people interpret traditions as thegtwand force others to put up with it.

The Chechen leaders' idea of traditions might chamgte often. Ramzan Kadyrov interprets
traditions basing on his interests and even momgm@ods. If it used to be considered that a
bride's abduction is a “beautiful Caucasian custamné day Ramzan Kadyrov announced that a
groom would be severely punished for a bride's etiolo. At that no distinction is made between
a girl's voluntary participation in an abduction thyee man she loves and a forced coercion to
marriage. Memorial newsletters contain a casegil avho voluntarily took part in the staged-up
abduction organized by her fellow-student. HoweVer relatives made her return and then
killed her. The criminal case was opened, but duthe girl's disappearance, despite the fact that
her body was thrown out in front of the house befall the neighbors' eyes, no investigation

! See, for example, «Alternative report based erréisults of a sociological survey

“Women's rights in the Chechen Republic”, Womeioh, 2010,
http://www.donwomen.ru/uploads/Including-in-the-8ph pdf

"A woman should know her place". Human Rights \WWag010 http://www.kavkaz-
uzel.ru/articles/182092/

«The right to be a person», Svetlana GannushErnagdnevny journal, 2008,
http://ej.ru/?a=note&id=8638,

«ECRE Guidelines of The Treatment of Chechen IBBglum Seekers and Refugees in
Europe», 201t http://www.ecre.org/topics/areas-of-work/returnglhiml.

«Sexual slavery and death is in store for woméredeby the Chechen security service»,
Mark Franketti, InoPressa, August 2011.
http://inopressa.ru/article/15aug2011/sundaytiotesthen.html

Materials of the workshop on 15.07. 2012 «Gendswwn the safety for women in the
North Caucasuskttp://www.donwomen.ru/archives/2314
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followed. The girl's relatives tried to kill herafidi as well, but did not have enough influence
and resources to do it.

Thus one and the same action can be interpretdddsothe observation of traditions and their
violation, depending on the agent of the action.

Below we are citing several examples revealing sheation of women in the present-day
Chechen Republic.

1. During the last few years the so-called “murdersof honor” have become a frequent
phenomenon in Chechnya - when men commit an act oprisal with their female relatives
even for the slightest deviation from the “norms obehavior of a Chechen girl”.

These incidents have taken place before as wellcamé& say this cruel tradition never existed.
However, during the last few years a decision is made on the basis of the tradition, but
represents the arbitrariness of high-ranking nedati Close relatives of girls dare not complain,
because it does not result in the punishment ogtiiéy, but only casts a shadow on the memory
of the killed girl and all the members of her famil

On 6 July 2013 in the city of Grozny of the Checheepublic a 20-year-olKhadizhat
Elimkhanova was abducted and disappeared. The force struabifiess might have taken part
in her abduction.

Memorial Human Rights Center staff received therimfation on what happened on 23 July from
unofficial sources. They met the mother of the albeld;, Laila (Lily) Khasieva, interrogated her
and took her application for assistance. Beforeskhe had never turned to any human rights
organizations.

Khadizhat Elimkhanova lived with her mother in graament block in Mayakovskogo street in
Grozny. Her father had left the family and Chechayang time ago.

On 6 July at about 6 p.m. Khadizhat went out tgllrer mother she was going to see her friend
Zalina who was living in the neighboring buildinthe girls exchanged clothes, and Khadizhat
wanted to give back Zalina's skirt. They spent adduminutes at Zalina's and then went out into
the street together — Elimkhanova was going horhé.20 p.m. the girls were standing at a shop
in Mayakovskogo street, near apartment block # T4&n Zalina went away, and Khadizhat
lingered, evidently, she was sending a text message

At that moment a “Lada Priora” car stopped neamkhanova, and two men jumped out of it.
One of them, a tall and thin man was wearing a cdiaged uniform and had a gun holster on
his hip, the other one, short and solid, was weatiuilian clothes. Before the eyes of numerous
witnesses the men attacked the girl. Khadizhatedfeesistance. However the assailants threw
her into the car beating and took her away. Thelevinacident was recorded by the camera
hanging over the entrance to the shop.

Soon Zalina came back and learnt from the peopde tiee shop what had happened. But for
some reason she didn't even call her friend's mathe did not inform of the abduction.
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As Khadizhat did not return home and did not answermobile, her mother, Layla Khasieva,
started looking for her. AlImost immediately she aged to find out about what had happened
from the neighbors and find the witnesses of thduation. According to their words, one man
tried to prevent the abduction, but the armed erahthreatened that he would shoot. Another
witness said that the abductors told the peoplerao“We are from Khosi-Yurt” (Kadyrov's
family village, which means that the men belongedhte top caste of Kadyrov people). There
were testimonies that the girl called one of théuaibors Muslim and asked to leave her alone.

In the present-day Grozny only a force structurenagan allow himself to openly wear a gun
holster. The same night Layla Khasieva wrote arliegdon about her daughter's abduction to
the police department of the Staropromyslovslyrisbf Grozny. However, no task force was
sent to the crime site and no measures to detaiariminals without delay were taken.

Only on the third day after the abduction the polafficers of the Staropromyslovsky police
department interrogated Khasieva, examined theecsite and took the videotape recordings
from the camera installed at the shop.

On 12 July Khasieva referred a written applicatiorthe Investigation department of the RF
Investigation Committee for the Chechen Republithef Staropromyslovsky district, from where
it was referred to the Investigation departmenttled RF Investigation Committee for the
Chechen Republic. According to Layla, only afteatth serious investigation of the crime started.

The fate of Khadizhat Elimkhanova is still unknown.

According to the neighbors, on the day of Khadizhdisappearance two men, looking like the
abductors by description, asked the neighbors whayta and her daughter Khadizhat lived.

The number of the car in which the girl was abddiet@s not registered on anyone's name. These
numbers are usually used by the officers of theg@tructures in their operations.

Layla Khasieva assumes that a relative of Khadizliather called Muslim might be connected
with her daughter's abduction. He serves in a apéaittalion on a military base in Khankala,
where many of the ex-fighters of the “West” recagmice battalion disbanded in 2008 serve.
According to Khasieva, this man threatened Khadizbarlier, passed threats through her
girlfriends. He didn't like the way she behaved.sWiely, this became the reason for the crime.

2. Women's independence may also annoy certain meonvinced that a woman's place is in
the kitchen. Dissatisfaction with an excessively dependent behavior of women might entail
tragic circumstances. One of examples is the stoof murder of three women.

In the morning of 10 May 201Zaman Aidamirova residing in the village of Nagornoye of
Groznensky region received a phone call from aagerBultan who introduced himself as a
district policeman from the village of Geldagan asked where Zaman's daughters Satsita and
Zargan were. The mother said they must be at thevash in that village. Sultan said everything
was scattered in the car wash, there was a |ldbofibbut the women were not there.

According to Zaman, her daughters Aidamirova Sa&linanovna, born in 1988, the mother of
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two children, and Zargan Almanovna, born in 199@, iother of one child, were both divorced,
but in defiance of traditions, asserted their righkeep the children.

The sisters decided to open a small business wfdiva. They rented a car wash in the village of

Geldagan. According to the contract with the presiswner lbragim Khamzatov the sisters

were to renovate the building at their own cost @&xgenses and start working after the

renovation. The first month — from 15 April till May — the rent was cleared off at the expenses
on the renovation, but afterwards the sisters wernpay a certain sum monthly. The car wash

started working at the beginning of May.

On 9 May at 10 p.m. the mother talked to her daerghtver the phone, they said everything was
fine. The sisters lived in a service room in the wash, and they were with their friend Selima
who had come to visit them. According to the motherords Selima was about 20 years old, she
was thin and short, and had her arm broken, shewgasing a cast. So she couldn't have done
any harm to the sisters. In the morning the matted to call, but the phone was switched off.

Zaman wrote an application to the police departnedrthe Groznensky district in which she
described all the recent events in detail.

The mother tried to find out about the fate of daughters, but in vain. The premises owner
Ibragim Khamzatov told her that on the morning 0fMay he also tried to call the sisters but the
phone didn't work. Driving by he saw that the dookshe car wash were open, he entered, but
didn't find anyone. Everything in the room was t&rad, there was blood on the walls and on the
floor, as well as small fragments of human bodié® corpses disappeared from the crime site.

Zaman turned to the regional police department (RDYf the Groznensky district with an
application on her daughters' disappearance.

Memorial employees on their part conducted thein awestigation of the case, and managed to
collect some information about what had happened.

On the night of 9 May the sisters and their guedin® sat up late before going to bed. When
they were already sleeping, armed people got imoroom (supposedly, through the window)
and started shooting at them from Kalashnikovs wilbncers and from PSM pistols (compact
self-loading pistols). On the morning of 10 May thalice operational brigade found numerous
cartridge cases of the above-mentioned models apuares. After the police visited the crime site,
this evidence disappeared.

Near the car wash there is a gas station with ggatameras installed that might have recorded
the criminals and their movements. This tape callllolv to identify the criminals. However, as
far as it is known, the tapes of the period whemtbrime was committed, disappeared.

The car wash is located at the outskirts of thiagd, but the residents of the neighboring houses
most likely would have heard the shooting if tHersters had not been used.

When the police operative brigade from the regiqmallce department started examining the
crime site a crowd gathered around the car wasboring to the witnesses, at that moment a
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bearded young man with a gun on his hip drove uwpiattoduced himself as “Ranger” to the
police. (Many local force structures agents in Gimga — ex-rebel fighters — prefer calling
themselves not by the name but by their nice-sawndall signs, often the same ones they used
in the times of the participation in the undergrdurJihad», «Lord», «Bear», «KGB agent»,
«Richard», etc.). However, some of the local regl¢old the Ranger's real name — Ali (they
gave his last name as well, which is not cited Heresecurity reasons). The witnesses, local
residents, heard part of the Ali-Ranger's phonle ta was telling about what had happened at
the car wash saying “This is our doing, and theppeeabove know it”.

A search case was opened by the interior bodiesmmection with the women's disappearance.
The Investigation Committee of the republic opeaexdiminal case under article 105 (murder) of
the RF Criminal Code. The Investigation Committeadfsvisited the crime site. On 17 July the
new head of the Chechen Investigation DepartmenthefRF Investigation Committee S.I.
Bobrov visited the car wash. According to the laesidents, Ranger drove up the car wash at the
same time again, observed the investigators fraof &l they left, often called somebody.

As of the present moment the car wash owner istageon suspicion of being an accessory to
the crime. The validity of this suspicion arousesais doubts.

3. A woman's active independent actions might aroesa negative attitude and become the
grounds for her persecution. What is the most trag is the fact that the woman is so
deprived of any protection and is so vulnerable thiaeven her closest relatives might take the
side of the pursuers for fear for their own life.

The student of Chechen state University Khava foat in the project of the Civic Assistance
Committee “Human rights education in the North Gews” in 2009-2011. In September 2010 a
new student Rezeda joined her group, resumingthdres in the last year after a break. Rezeda
had serious family problems she sometimes shardKiiava who saw tears in the girl's eyes.
The girl was pregnant, and her husband Ruslantatgubeat and starved her. Rezeda asked
Khava to help her seek assistance in the Civicstmsce Committee.

Khava, considering herself a member of the humghtsiorganization, could not dismiss the
request of a person in need of help. She sawhlkeagdung girl was on the verge of a suicide and
decided to help her understanding that it mighverdangerous for both of them.

In July 2011 Rezeda got in hospital after anotteating by her husband. Khava took care of her,
brought her food and money without which treatmenChechnya is impossible. At that time
Rezeda's husband called her elder brother and aldahe latter should take her back, but the
brother refused.

Then Khava helped Rezeda to write an applicatiothéoMufti council, and Rezeda with her
husband were invited to talk to the Mufti. Muftiplgy who turned out Ruslan's relative, talked
to each of the spouses, told Rezeda that her hdskas a good Muslim, and that she behaved
wrongly, did not listen to her husband, wanted sdneedom, while she should obey her
husband. And then told Rezeda's brothers thatadhict between the spouses was settled.
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The same day Khava persuaded Ruslan to let Rezetla the university with her, but instead
took her to the government commission for familgamciliation set up by Ramzan Kadyrov
where she had arranged a meeting beforehand. Timen@Ssion chair offered Rezeda to write an
application that her husband beat her. Then the ahd his assistant went to Rezeda's husband
together with Khava and Rezeda. Before the Comorissiembers Ruslan blamed his wife for
not wearing a scarf, for refusing to go to Moscovexorcise demons, for coming home late after
classes, for not answering the phone when he ch#edThe chair read out an extract from the
Koran for Rezeda and said that there were no demmoher. Then he tore Rezeda's application
and told her she had to obey her husband, andheldusband not to beat his wife at least till the
baby comes. After that the fights between the spoasd Rezeda's beatings resumed.

Rezeda's brothers threatened to lock her up &llbiith of the child and then to kill and give the
baby to the father in case she returned to henggileouse. The young woman was on the verge
of a suicide.

Then Khava decided to help Rezeda to run away fientyrant husband and brothers. She told
the Civic Assistance Committee staff about Rezesialation and it was decided to secretly bring
Rezeda to Moscow.

At the beginning of August 2011 Rezeda made uphied to escape, but had no money to do it.
Khava helped her to sell the jewelry, buy a buketiand leave for Moscow. In Moscow Rezeda
gave birth to a son, at that she had to persuagl@diotors to provide her and her baby with
medical assistance with no registration, which etxldn't draw up, as her relatives could find
her at the address. Later on Rezeda and her s@ngneemted asylum in Norway.

It is noteworthy that after Rezeda's escape to Bledtie Civic Assistance Committee sent her
letter to her closest people — grandparents. Titer Isaid that she was fine, in good health and
safe. It was sent in such as way that it was imptesto determine Rezeda's whereabouts.

Some time after Rezeda's escape Ruslan called Kdra/#hreatening her demanded she should
disclose Rezeda's whereabouts to him. He saichdratelatives and the police were tormenting

him charging him with his wife's murder. (In theepent-day Chechnya such an outcome would
not be impossible.)

Khava agreed to meet Ruslan, but he didn't constednl, 2 hours later Rezeda's mother and
sisters started calling Khava and blamed her fatingaled a married woman astray, insulted

Khava, demanded she should bring Rezeda back. dvarad days Rezeda's relatives called
Khava 200 times a day and attacked her with texs#sages. Finally Khava had to throw away her
SIM-card.

3 weeks later a car with tinted windows stopped Kégava in the street. There were four men in
the car. They pushed Khava inside and brought dh&taropromyslovsky police department in
Grozny.

The men in the car did not introduce themselvas, that the police had received an application
about a person's disappearance, in which Kavanvadved. They asked her if she knew Rezeda.
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Khava confirmed, but said she didn't understandtwias going on and demanded the men
should let her go. The driver rudely told her tatsip.

At first, not to harm anyone, Khava didn't acknadge anything at the police. But after a heavy
pressure on the part of the head of the police rtlmpat Khava burst out crying and told
everything concealing only Rezeda's whereaboutsl ket the girl had gone to one of her
brothers in Ufa). Afterwards Khava was summonethéopolice one more time — they took her to
the market so that she identified the buyer of Bazejewelry and warned her not to change her
phone number and not to leave. The policemen thmedt to bring Khava to criminal
responsibility for a false report on Rezeda's netat

Khava discussed the situation with her mother amcldeéd to flee Chechnya. One of Chechen
NGOs organized a long-term internship abroad for Kbava left. Some time later her younger
brother called her and said that he had to leav&daakhstan with their mother to stay with the
mothers' relatives. He told that after Khava's depa Rezeda's relatives had exerted permanent
pressure on Khava's parents, blamed them for thelfat with the help of their Khava a married
pregnant woman was abducted. They were sayingkhava's father should answer for his
daughters' actions. Instigated by his relatives fiteer regularly beat up his wife and son
demanding that Khava should come back home.

In November 2011 Khava came to visit her mothelstives. It turned out her mother had had a
heart attack. She kept completely aloof from hargtiéer's problems. All the mother's relatives
treated Khava very rudely considering her guilty floe parents' separation and her mother's
disease.

Khava stayed with one of the relatives, whose faimid a cafe, and worked in this cafe doing all
the hard work.

In December 2011 Khava's father unexpectedly cantarzakhstan. He said that Khava should
go to Chechnya with him since Rezeda's relativesathel Khava in their disposal threatening
him with a murder. Khava tried to explain to heth&a what had happened to Rezeda, but he
didn't want to listen. Khava suggested gatherimgGouncil of Elders to settle the conflict or to
turn to the Prosecution Office, but the father dedithat Khava would be handed to Rezeda's
relatives who would decide her fate.

After that Khava went to live in a hostel. She wewtkin other cafes as a dishwasher and a
cleaner, as a peddler, distributed make up itemsuinmer she worked on vegetable plantations,
lived in a van. She fell ill, strained her spingerchilled internals. Just like migrants in Russia,

Khava faced a lot of problems due to the lack gfsteation and the fact that she didn't know the

Kazakh language, that's why she had to changevgrtysoften.

In October 2013 Khava's father came to Kazakhsgamafound Khava in a shop where she was
working as a cashier. The father tried to grab Khdwut she dodged. He started shouting at her
telling her to come out from behind the cash deslgre: “Stinker, you've caused such a trouble,
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and now you're trying to sit snug? People keep ngnid me and want me to answer for the
abducted woman! | can't even get married!”

The customers and shop keepers came running hehampise. While the father was talking to
them, Khava managed to escape through the stooage. rAfterwards Khava learnt that her
father was very exited, demanded his daughter'seaddand telephone number. For a few days
Khava was hiding in her acquaintance's kiosk. Stled the Civic Assistance Committee staff,
told about what was happening to her and was imaegliinvited to come to Russia.

While Khava's relatives don't know about her whieoegs, she is safe, but this situation can
change any moment. Trying to help her friend Kheeatroyed her own fate and relationship
with her family.

Another example of the lack of trust on the parth@ closest relatives is the story of a young
womanAimat. Together with her fiaricand some of his friends Aimat was seen by heaudist
relative who was seeking an affair with Aimat hifhsend tried to get a date with her by all
means. He even resorted to blackmail threatenieggiil to tell about her shameful deed —
spending time in a cafe with a few men at once.dgkidid not pay attention to his threats being
sure she did nothing wrong. But the relative kaptword and after the girls' refusal (she ignored
his courting) complained to the girl's mother arigeo relatives coloring the story by saying that
Aimat was seeing several men at once.

Then the mother, who lived outside the city, inditee girl to come and see her and locked her
up in the room. She waited for Aimat's younger eoto come, who according to her words was
to decide the girl's fate.

The pressure of numerous relatives, the authofitthe person who told about Aimat's “love
affairs” played a crucial role: both Aimat's mottaerd brother were ready to kill the girl.

Only her father managed to save her, and at treeptanoment she is safe, but her situation is
very hard, with no psychological or any other suppo

4. A woman who gives birth to a child out of wedldc becomes an absolute outcast. If
relatives find out about an unmarried woman's pregmancy, they will prefer to kill her and
conceal what happened. If other people find out ahd the woman's situation, she can only
flee and hide from her pursuers. But it doesn't ahays help. One can't but wonder how
zealously the relatives are ready to pursue the “aminal” sparing neither time nor money.

Since the questions asked by migration bodies angdrs of Chechen women seeking asylum in
Western countries repeat, we'll cite the answetkedasic ones.

If a single woman with children comes back to Chechnya after a long sojourn abroad, and if
she has no connectionsin the republic, what will her future be like?

It is practically impossible for a Chechen singleman with children to reside in Chechnya
without any relatives, since the kinship with Cherth extends to very distant relations. However,
it doesn't mean that these relatives will helpwioenan. But they certainly will interfere with her
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life.

No one will lend her any housing, if it is not knoywhere she comes from, whose her children
are, who their father is.

If the children are born out of wedlock, the wonsdife is directly threatened by the men of her
clan. Without any brothers or a father there wal o one to stand up for her. And even if
somebody does, the clan won't let it happen. Ihsuwoman dares to return to Chechnya at all.

Housing rent, employment — literally everything mdlrouse numerous questions mentioned
above. And the ending might be tragic.

Wherever she settles, she can't avoid all thesstiqne and ostracism at best. It will affect her
children as well, who will know that they are n@ult-fledged” Chechens, and they will grow in
solitude.

| must note that we regularly deal with cases wiestives pursue women with children.

One of our applications ran away from Chechnyamaag had a baby, lived in Moscow with her
child born out of wedlock, met a wonderful Russiaty, married him and gave birth to a second
baby in this marriage.

Her cousins not only found her in Moscow, but gédvemselves the trouble to hunt for her in
Poland where the family had fled from persecutiexhausted, the spouses returned to Moscow.
Finally, we managed to send them to the USA whesg tvere granted asylum.

Another woman went to give birth to her child ialy{ but had to come back when her term of
sojourn came to an end. Unfortunately, she didkmow about the asylum system. Upon her
return to Russia with a daughter she hid in a she@itone of Russian towns where she was only
kept for three months, then stayed now with orenfis, now with other, fearing somebody will
find out about her at home all the time. She wadanger and couldn't find a job, because she
needed a registration for that, the receipt of Whicludes sending an enquiry at the address of
permanent residence, and in this case her whertsatyould become known to her relatives.

Now we managed to get a Schengen visa for her,sardwent to Italy again and asked for
asylum. However, Italian migration bodies do nostrthe information she gave and suggest she
would return and live in a different region. We awepporting her asylum application, the
authorities do not deport her, but do not grantameopportunity to stay in Italy either.

Can her children be taken from her?

If it turns out that the children were born in watk, the relatives of the children's father would
immediately appear. According to Chechen custoheschildrenbelongto their family. They are
sure to take the children. One doesn't need a goagination to understand what kind of a shock
the children who grew in a European society, waker away from their mother and are not used
to a strange family would experience.

I know of cases when a 14-year-old daughter wasntakvay from a mother who came for a visit
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to Chechnya and married off. It was done by thatingds of the girl's deceased father, who did
not help the mother raise the girl and whom she feathe first time. Such a stand is supported
by the republican authorities, and it is impossitdeappeal it against with no support of high-
ranking officials.

Can she be subjected to persecution?

Undoubtedly, a single woman can be persecutedaasbben mentioned above. Not only the
family of the child's father might decide to take tchild from the mother — her own family under

the pressure of prejudice might decide that the arom disgraced and should be killed. Such a
decision is executed secretly, the corpse of theckivoman is dug up and it is announced that
she's missing.

What other risks are awaiting her in Chechnya? In case she settles in another region of
Russia?

No other Russian region accepts Chechens fleeieg Ghechen Republic. There are no
acceptance mechanisms, the status of a forcee@rsistthot provided, it's difficult to draw up a
registration. Three Chechen women working in ogaaization are renting their housing, but are
registered at their colleagues'. Only thanks te they can live and work in Moscow. They are
hiding their ethnic origin from their landlords.

It is noteworthy that the State Duma is considedrdyaft law prohibiting citizens to reside not at
the place of their registration. If this law is pad, which is most likely, as it was suggested by
the RF President, we will all become violators anlil be subjected to persecution together with
our registered colleagues.

Chechens are a small people with extremely extekahsthip and neighbourhood relations. If a
Chechen meets a woman who is hiding from her x&stipersecution, they will sooner or later
find out where she is — and a chase will start.

Certainly, huge risks are connected with the groeftixenophobia in Russia. Both the woman
and her children might fall victims of a nationaléssault. Nationalistic incidents can happen in
the street, at work and quite often at school wetfard to children.

Rendering assistance to vulnerable categoriesrebps by NGOs is hindered. It should be noted
that in 2014 a law was passed prohibiting the eitizto live not a place of residence. Now our
colleagues and we become lawbreakers and can lpectdto prosecution together with our
registered wards. It has already happened to digague in the Kaluga region Tatiana kotliar
and 150 other citizens convicted for a “fictitioegjistration” (see the RF Criminal Code:

Article 322.2. Fictitious registration of an RF citizen at a place of sojourn or a place of
residencein aliving spacein the Russian Federation and fictitious registration of a
foreign citizen or a stateless person as a place of residencein a living spacein the
Russian Federation.

Fictitious registration of an RF citizen at a placésojourn or residence in a living spae in the
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Russian Federation, as well as fictitious registratof a foreign citizen or a stateless person in
living space in the Russian Federation -

are punished by a fine in the amount from one heshdinousand to five hundred thousand rubles
or in the amount of a salary payment or anothenacits income for the period of three years or
forced work for a term of up to three years or withsuch a term with the deprivation of the
right to occupy certain positions and exercise agriactivities for a term of up to three years or
without such a term

5. Since women's problems can be referred to genderoblems, we will allow ourselves to
extend the topic a little bit and talk about the pesecution of LGBT community in the
Chechen Republic.

It is well known that homophobic laws have recem®en passed in Russia turning any mention
of the topic into propaganda of homosexuality, Whgpunished with criminal prosecution.

In the North Caucasus, especially in Chechnya, ttpg is a strict taboo, that is why we have
dealt only with several cases of residents of Chgaltomplaining of homophobia and personal
persecution for all the years of work of the Cifissistance Committee. Recently we have
received two complaints.

The first one was received from a young Chechen, rparticipant of the Civic Assistance
Committee project “Human rights education in thetN&Caucasus”.

Having survived the Chechen war, Isa got involvedharity activities when he was a student: he
organised actions of assistance to homeless childiater on he became an activist of a youth
human rights group in Chechnya, within the framéwalrwhich he organised human rights and
peacebuilding workshops for schoolchildren. Howglsa's active civic stand and human rights
activity aroused dissatisfaction of his relativel® was subjected to pressure, it was considered
that his activity hinders him to observe Islamia@as and Chechen customs and endangers his
family in terms of relations with the authorities.

In the present-day Chechnya almost any public égtigvealing or covering the problems in the
region, arouses keen attention and entails cootrdhe part of local authorities, human rights
defenders and public figures are subjected to press

In June 2012 Isa informed the Civic Assistance Cdtamthat the pressure on the part of his
family has increased, that he is forbidden to leénerepublic and threatened with house arrest.
Isa was very stressed. It was decided to help lichdn opportunity to study or an internship in
Russia or Germany. However, the reasons for higonsness and psychological discomfort were
not quite clear.

In October 2012 Isa secretly moved to Moscow atdi doe of the Civic Assistance Committee
members about the details of his departure ancetimons why he couldn't go back to Chechnya.

One of the cousins cracked Isa's account in thent®idssniki” (“Classmates”) social network,
read Isa's personal messages and found out thaatshomosexual and was dating a young man,
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citizen of Uzbekistan. People belonging to sexuislonities are considered sinful, going against
religion and traditions and are subjected to pers@e. Homophobic behavior is considered a
disgrace not only for the person himself, but fibthes family and clan members and “should be
punished” with murder or re-education.

Having learnt about Isa's sexual orientation, tlufeleis cousins forcedly brought him from home
to a park at night, insulted and humiliated Isatliem up, threatened with murder (one of them
had a gun). They also demanded Isa should tell thenmame and the address of his partner to
carry out a reprisal with him as well. For the nidgéa was locked in the house of one of his
cousins.

The next day the cousins took Isa to a mosque sighiis will, so that an imam would cleanse his
sins. The cousins made Isa acknowledge his sirdalaad confess his sins.

After that he was brought back home. Since therchisins started threatening that they would
tell everything to Isa's parents and other relativeand the Isa’s uncle at whose house he was
living would kill him. The cousins demanded money their silence. This blackmail continued
even after Isa move to Moscow. Isa was very afragdparents would learn about his sexual
orientation because it would make them suffer andsen his relations in the family, which were
already tense due to his public activity.

A few days after the abduction Isa committed aidaiattempt, having taken pills, but the
emergency managed to save him.

Isa was in his last year of studies at the unitieraias an excellent student, received increased
scholarship and before moving to Moscow arrangedth the administration of the university
that he would be able to come and pass his exathsaWithe others.

However, some time later his scientific supervisgormed him that his family members had
come to the university. They said that Isa was aibnill, that he ran away and demanded the
university should detain Isa if he came to studiBsus he lost an opportunity to finish his
education and receive a higher education diploma.

At the end of August Isa fled from home being neger able to endure the pressure and strain in
the family relations. He decided to break off lktionship with the family. He was hiding at his
only friends', who knew his story.

In September 2012 Isa's cousins found him and watdeforcefully bring him home. They
threatened they would marry him and send him te liva mountainous village. Then he ran
away from them and left for Moscow.

Having learnt that Isa was in Moscow his cousiaststl calling him threatening and demanding
he should come back home, otherwise they would by force. While the other family members

kept demanding money. Thus he had to buy out kist io freedom and justify his stay in

Moscow.

On 21 November Isa's cousin called him and deldvere ultimatum. He demanded Isa should
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come home and marry within a month, otherwise heldvoome to Moscow and kill him.
This is what Isa wrote to a CAC member after tliswersation:

«Today my cousin got married finally. | had a talkh my elder brother. These are his words:
nothing will stop me now, I'll get to you now ambs you'll either return here and beg for mercy
or you'll go straight to hell. I have stood up wijtbu for a long time, played with you. | won't tell
anything to anybody and have it you with you myseffeak of nature. No one will stop me now.
This is my last call to you. If you come back yslirseverything will be different and milder.
Think and decide for yourself. If you decide to edrack, come, but if you don't come back by 21
December, I'll carry out my promise. You've got @nth to make a decision. Thank me for my
generosity and kindness».

On 12 December Isa's mother told him that his lemotbgether with his friends had left for
Moscow. It was clear that it was not safe for I3a&tay in Russia, not to mention the fact that he
doesn't have and won't have an opportunity to gpéalk about his orientation and work
normally in the field of human rights protectiontire North Caucasus.

At the end of 2012 Isa left Russia and appliecafylum in one of the European countries.

The other application was from two women from Chehwho had long been a couple. Their
relatives found out about them. One of them waseseerd to death, but managed to escape. The
other was granted by her humane relatives somettimgaickly get married. In both family, as in
the whole society, there is no understanding ohtiteire of homosexuality.

The fate of this couple is uncertain, that's why wan't cite the details of their present-day
mishaps.

On the whole the situation with regard to sexualarty rights in Russia is extremely difficult
and tends to be worsening, which is confirmed by khoscow Helsinki Group report (see :
http://www.mhg.ru/publications/EA100D0

In Chechnya at the moment the situation is evererasomplicated and is also tending to worsen
due to the crisis of values aggravated after masgrsy of wars and expressed in an active
cultivation of radical religious and traditionalmas of behavior (see the reports of International
Crisis Group:http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/europefasus/220-the-north-caucasus-
the-challenges-of-integration-i-ethnicity-and-cactfp df ,
http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/europefasus/221-the-north-caucasus-the-
challenges-of-integration-ii-islam-the-insurgengdacounter-insurgency. pdf
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How housing property issues are settled in the Cheen Republic

As for all the other residents of Russia the haygiroblem remains most urgefithe citizens
who left the Chechen Republic can't get their housg back.

Since 1991 there have been several flows of intemgrants from the Chechen Republic. The
reasons for fleeing were different.

The first wave — before the start of the militargmpaign — consisted mostly of Russian
population fleeing discrimination. Only a part diose who left Chechnya obtained a status of
forced settlers which, in defiance with law, wasrged only in the presence of a registration
(propiska). And even fewer were provided with hagsgiven to this status holders as the funds
from the federal budget were allocated.

The second wave of internally displaced persons ftike republic comprised residents fleeing
from military actions that started at the end 094 @%nd ended at the end of 1996. Only in April
1997 the RF Government ruling # 510 stipulatedpdngment of a compensation in the amount of
120 thousand rubles per family for this wave of $DBefore the financial crisis in 1998 this
compensation was sufficient to purchase a very stodeusing. But very few had the time to
receive it. To receive compensation one had toecblh lot of documents and write a written
renunciation of the housing left in Chechnya. Negrgone managed to collect all the necessary
documents or decided giving up their apartmentrfoney with which you couldn't buy anything
after the crisis outburst in August — the real eabf this money dropped down five times and
turned into a trifling sum.

The status of a forced settler was not provide@hechens who had left the republic at that time,
in accordance with a special order of the headhef Rederal Migration Service. This policy
remained valid hereafter.

The third wave refers to the so-called peacefutg/batween the two wars, it was not big, mostly
due to the fact that it was already very diffidiolt Chechen residents to settle in other regions of
Russia. The status of a forced settler was prdigticent granted to anyone: the authorities
demanded direct evidence of persecution on thegbaihte Chechen government. Compensation
requests were accepted only from those who ha€lefthnya before 1996.

The fourth wave started with the second Chechenatviire end of 1999. All those who had the
tiniest opportunity of settling in other regions Rtissia tried to flee Chechnya. Only 2% (12
thousand people) of the total number of IDPs frbmm wave were granted the status of a forced
settler. Only after a third application with the Feipreme Court we managed to secure the
extension of Ruling # 510 on those who left Cheehafter the second wave of the military
actions. However, appealing against the sum of paysnfailed, and it still constitutes 120
thousand rubles per family, that is why many dowant to give up their houses and apartment
in Chechnya to get this sum.
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Now, when peace has been allegedly establishedeitChechen republic the residents who left
Chechnya, are trying to get their property baclolotain apartments in the newly built houses.
But as a rule their apartments are occupied by teants who have moved in with false
documents or a bribe to the representatives chdmanistration.

To get their property back the real apartment owin@ve to turn to court. But judges as a rule
take the side of the new tenants, as they arewitdthe administration officials who have put

the new tenants in out of kinship and common istister he lawyers of Memorial Human Rights

Center try to help legal owners, but unfortunatitly,a rare case when justice is sought.

Below you will find two examples of such a fightattwill most likely fail.

In August 1994rina Victorovna Vorobyova, born in 1961 and residing in Chechnya, bought an
apartment in an apartment block in Dyakova streébiozny. Her own housing was destroyed.
The previous owner was an elderly Russian man wa® going to leave the republic with his
wife. The deal was effected at the notary officea moved in the purchased apartment.

In 1995 at the beginning of military actions Vorolbg had to leave the city. Like all other

Chechen residents, she couldn't expect what scéitargnactions would assume. Planning to

come back home some days later, she didn't takédtiements on the apartment — they were left
in the apartment. Vorobyova asked her good accuaiet — Said-Khasan Shakhgereyev — to
look after the housing and left him the keys.

However, soon it became obvious she won't be abt®ine back for a long time. First Irina left
for Pyatigorsk and then moved to Moscow to stay\wer acquaintances.

At the end of 1995 Vorobyova's mother who staye@riozny (lived at 2, Tukhachevskogo street)
reregistered Irina's purchase contract and receteedirming documents from the Technical
Inventory Bureau (BTI). However, during the Augesents in 1996 she hurriedly left Chechnya
leaving all the housing documents in Grozny.

In 1998 Irina met Seid-Khasan Shakhgereyev in Masedho told her the apartment was safe:
he was living in it himself with his wife Leila Adva. Since then he called Irina from time to time
to inform her of the housing state.

Since 2006 Shakhgereyev stopped calling. Irinantedsy chance from their common
acquaintance that he had died. Vorobyova foundtefephone number of Seid-Khasan's elder
brother and called him to find out the fate of lapartment. She learnt from him that Seid-
Khasan's widow Leila Alieva was living in the apaent and that she should address her all her
guestions.

When Vorobyova called Alieva the latter announdsat how it was her apartment and she was
not going to give it back to anyone.

In 2010 Vorobyova turned for assistance to the Mwaspoint of Migration Rights Network of
Memorial Human Rights Center operating at the psemiof the Civic Assistance Committee.
From Moscow the case was transferred to the Netveovigers in Grozny. They managed to find
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out that Irina Vorobyova's apartment is now regedeas belonging to Leila Alieva allegedly in
accordance with the sale contract of 3 October 1894hat neither the BTI nor the Housing
Property Management (ZHEU) of the Leninsky disthiatl the copies of the contract.

The lawyers sent an enquiry to the police departmgth a request to conduct an inspection of
the property right for the apartment. In the couwss¢he inspection it was ascertained that Leila
Aleva had died in October 2010. Vorobyova's apantrstayed empty for a long time, which was
confirmed by the district policeman. The Networkvy@r Sultan Telkhigov found out that
Alieva's heirs had not applied for acceptance béiitance.

Due to the defendant's absence, the lawyer tum#tetBTI with a request to annul the record of
Alieva's property right for the apartment at issdewever, he was refused. Then on 24 August
2011 the lawyer filed Vorobyova's property rightagnition claim as well as the annulment of
the record of Alieva's property right with the cout that time nobody lived in the apartment.

On 14 October 2011 the Leninsky district court gbghy satisfied Vorobyova's claim having
recognized her property right. As it was necesdarydraw up the technical and cadastral
certificates of the apartment to register the prigpeght, Telkhigov started negotiating with the
district policeman concerning the opening of therdo

But the district policeman informed the lawyer thia¢ deceased Shakhgereyev's relatives were
living in the apartment. The lawyer of Shakhgereyeglatives got in touch with Telkhigov and
told him he had lodged an application with the toequesting the annulment of the recognition
of Vorobyova's property right in connection withwheircumstances. On 24 February 2012 the
term of appeal was restored, the court decisiovbnobyoa's favor cancelled and a new hearing
of the case appointed.

In the course of the new hearing Khasan ShakhgereB®eid-Khasan's brother — intervened with
the case as a third party. He was the guardiaw@htinor Seid-Khasan Shakhgereuev and Leila
Alieva's orphans. He filed a claim for the recomgmitof the children’'s property right.

At Telkhigov's plea the plaintiff's witnesses raésglin Krasnodar and Rostov-on-Don were
summoned to court. Despite the fact that it folldwfleom the witnesses' testimony that the
apartment at issue was Vorobyova's property, tmenis&y District Court rejected her claim on 13
December 2012. Khakhgereyev's claims in the interes Shakhgereyev and Alieva's children
were satisfied.

This decision was appealed against. On 23 Aprilcilig chamber of the Supreme Court of the
Chechen Republic 2013 dismissed the appeal anddufiteedecision of the district court.

Cassation appeal to the presidium of the SuprematQud the Chechen Republic was not
satisfied either. Moscow lawyers of the MigratiorgiRs network filed an application in Irina
Vorobyova' interests in the RF Supreme Court.

Ludmila Pavlovna Stanizhevskaia born in 1950, lived in Grozny. She owned an aparit at 5,
Rosa Luxemburg street. The housing was allocateldetofather by his employers. After the
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parents' death the ownership was drawn up in LwdrRéviovna's name. In summer 1993
Stanishevskaia privatized the housing, became vitseo and lived there. In 1999, with the
beginning of the second Chechen campaign Stanikhievfiad to flee Chechnya. She found
shelter with her friends in Belarus.

Stanishevskaia had all the constitutive documentghie housing in Chechnya.

After the active military actions ceased, Stanishaia tried to find out the fate of her apartment
through her acquaintances. It turned out it hadchbmeeupied by other people. They behaved
glaringly, threatened Stanishevskaia's acquainganeého made enquiries concerning the
apartment. Ludmila Pavlovna's relative living in #¢ow turned to the Civic Assistance
Committee for legal assistance. In June 2012 thgdeaof the Grozny office of Migration Right
Network Sultan Telkhigov took up the case.

He made enquiries to the BTl of Grozny and theridishousing management department

(ZHEU). He managed to find out that Stanishevsgaa@artment was down on the name of a
certain Tabarka Kagirova. At that at BTI the apamiwas registered on the basis of the sale
contract of 21 November 2000, while at ZHEU — oa liasis of the authorization to occupy the

apartment of 8 February 1999. In August 2012 Tejihifiled a claim to recognize the deal as

invalid with the Zavodskoy district court.

Kagirova was notified of the date and the timehaf hearings, but she didn't appear. At the end of
September 2012 two armed men came to lawyer Taklidiome and introduced themselves as
Kagirova's relatives (they looked like the forceustures agents). They wondered what claims
Memorial Human Rights Center employee could havethfis apartment. When Telkhigov
explained that he represented Stanishevskaia'segtéein accordance with agreement with
Memorial Human Rights Center, they asked for thepteone number of the plaintiff's relative
living in Moscow.

Several hearings took place under Stanishevske#ss. The representative of the defendant
asked the court to postpone the proceedings everg, tsince they couldn't define the
whereabouts of an important witness. In mid-Decen#fd?2 the defendants did not come to
another hearing. The judge suggested deliveringfaut judgement. Since the fact that the
judgement was delivered by default can become gi®dar its cancellation, the lawyer was
against. The Court decided to leave the claim witlomnsideration provided that after the New
Year holidays the trial would resume.

In 2013 the hearings of the case were appointegetiimes — and all the three times the
defendants did not come, despite a timely notilbcabf the date and the time. Finally on 14
February a default judgement was delivered: Ludn8lanishevskaya's claims were fully
satisfied.

As it was expected, at the end of March the defaalyement was cancelled at the defendant's
application. Lawyer Telkhigov was informed of theahing already after it had taken place. The
case was referred to another judge, though there megrounds for that.
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In April Sultan found out that the judge had disseid the application since neither the plaintiff
nor his representative came to the hearing. Tetkhapplied for the cancellation of the definition
on denial to consider the case.

In the course of the hearing which took place oiM2§ 2013 the defendant — Kagirova — stated
that her document for the apartment for an authtidm to occupy it and not the sales contract.
At the defendant's application the hearings wesggmmed again. Then Kagirova missed several
hearings again.

The next hearing took place on 18 June. Telkhigled fadditional application to the claim, in
particular, demanded recognizing the defendantthoaa@ation to occupy the apartment as
invalid. Kagirova filed a counter claim — to recagm as invalid Stanizhevskaia's registration
certificate. The Court decided to involve the HogsPolicy Department in the case. The hearing
was postponed once again. On the next hearing odu@€ the consideration of the case was
postponed till 8 June at the request of the reptatiee of the Department. On that day the
defendant did not come, and the hearing was apgbfor 15 July.

On 15 July the defendant solicited for an expednairation of Stanishevskaia's documents to
establish the correspondence of the date indicaiatie documents with the factual time of

drawing up the documents. The Court satisfied tleitation. The proceedings of the case are
suspended.

Memorial Human Rights Center is planning to semhettar to the chairperson of the RF Supreme
Court with the facts of unjustified court procrastiion in the case of Ludmila Stanishevskaia.

Davydenko village. A rare luck

In summer 2012 the administration officials of Abbl-Martan region and Davydenko village
demanded villagers should by all means sign a legseement for the land allotments where
their houses owned by the villagers are standihgsTin fact people were forced to acknowledge
that the land was not in their permanent perpeaigal as the law stipulates but belongs to the
administration. And hence it is impossible to siynm@gister one's property rights for these land
allotments.

Many of the villagers had to sign these lease agee¢s. Some of them were forced fraudulently,
other — under threats. When the villagers startgdoting and wanted to complain to the law
enforcement agencies, the representatives of tfiena administration declared that it was the
instruction of the head of the Republic Ramzan Kadynd hence all attempts to turn anywhere
would be useless.

It is noteworthy that the actions of the administra officials evidently contradicted the land
laws of the RF. According to article 3 of the RmtaCode the right of perpetual (with no fixed
term) use of land allotments belonging to the statenunicipal property the citizens enjoyed
before the given Land Code was introduced is pveserConsidering the fact that the RF Land
Code came into effect in 2002, the abovementionkalgers preserved their right of perpetual
(with no fixed term) use of their land allotments.
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According to article 3 of the Federal law of 2521 N 137-FZ «On the enactment of the RF
Land Code” the registration of the property righttbe land allotments which were allocated for
perpetual (with no fixed term) use is not limiteg dny terms. It follows from paragraph 9.1 of

the law mentioned that if a land allotment had babocated before the enactment of the RF
Land Code as a personal subsidiary plot or foptivpose of individual housing construction, the
citizen with such a land allotment at his dispdsad a right to register his property right for the
land allotment. Citizens who've inherited or reeeivwon other grounds the property right for the
buildings or construction located on the abovenoeeti land allotments owned by the state or
municipality also have a right to register theiogerty right for these land allotments.

It follows from the enumerated norms of land lavattthe residents of the Davydenko village
have a right to register their property right foetland allotments on which their houses are
located.

Meanwhile the lease agreements the villagers hadytodeprive them of this right. According to
article 36 of the RF Land Code land allotment lbat#ers can become the owners of these
allotments only having purchased them at a prigedfiby the executive power bodies (see
http://www.memo.ru/d/149070.htl

The lawyer of Migration Rights Network of Memorieluman Rights Center Sultan Telkhigov

drafted claims on the recognition as invalid ofeleggreements, annulment of the registration
record of these agreements in the Unified Stateigkrgand recognition of the permanent

perpetual right of use of their allotments by thlagers.

All the necessary documents for filing the clainthathe court were provided by four applicants:
L.I. Khadueva, E.Kh. Sukhaev, Z.S-S. Okueva andAlNnsultanov. The situations of these four
applicants were different. Okueva and Khadueva bbhguses in 1990 and 1991 and they have
sales contracts. As for Sukhaev and Alimsultantbetraents were allocated to them in 1988 and
1991, which is confirmed by the statements fromalrinousehold registers of the Davydenko
village. However, they all had a right to regidtezir property right for the land.

Claims were filed with the Achkhoy-Martan regioreaurt on 18 April 2013. The lawyer sent
enquiries to the administration of Achkhoy-Martagion and the Davydenko village with a
request to inform, since when the villagers possiess real estate. According to the response,
they have been owning the housing and land allotsngince the end of 1980s - beginning of
1990s..

The first hearing was appointed on 31 May. The towolved the village administration as a
third party. However, due to the fact that the espntative of the defendant was not ready for the
hearing, the trial was postponed for 21 June. Adt fthe judge was inclined to satisfy the
plaintiffs' claims. But at the last moment his stachanged. And on 26 June 2013 the court
dismissed the claim. The lawyer obtained the cuaggement only on 23 July 2013. On 26 July
the lawyer appealed against the judgement.
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In February 2013 Memorial Human Rights Center agplio the Prosecution Office of the
Chechen Republic with a request to conduct an cigpeof violations of the RF land laws by
the executive power bodies of the Achkhoy-Martagiae of the Chechen Republic.

As it follows from the answer of the Prosecutiorfi€ of 22 March, in the course of the
inspection it was ascertained that “administratdficials of the region violate the demands of
the land laws and the rights of the citizens fagcthem to sign lease agreement for the land
allotments allocated for individual housing constion long before the laws came into effect”.
Basing on the results of the inspection InterregidProsecutor submitted the instruction “to
eliminate the violations of the law and preventikinviolations in future, as well as to conduct a
functional audit check and bring the guilty to dioary liability...».

It is noteworthy that the answer allegedly seriiemorial HRC by the Interregional Prosecution
Office in March 2013, never reached us. In July Rmesecution Office of the Republic sent a
follow-up letter, which was never received.

On 25 July the Memorial HRC lawyer called the Poogien Office of the Republic and received
the copies of the letters. These letters were sadito the appeal.

While the Davydenko villagers were settling theamd dispute the administration of the

Achkhoy-Martan region and the village changed, Whitowever, did not affect the stand of the
administration in this dispute. However, the pressan the villagers who had not signed lease
agreements, stopped.

On 12 September the Civil Chamber of the SupremeartCof the Chechen Republic
acknowledged that the villagers of the Davydenkitage of Achkhoy-Martan region have a
property right for the land allotments and that thase agreements signed with the regional
administration were invalid. On 4 October the \gbas received copies of the appeal definition
and can register their property rights in the Regfion Chamber.

The villagers asserted their property rights fa tltouses and land allotments for more than a
year.

It is noteworthy that in 2010 after the report logé tRF Government on the fulfilment of the RF
President's commission to draft suggestions on ihgugrovision of citizens who lost their
housing as a result of the crisis resolution in@mechen Republic and who left the republic, the
RF Government was charged with elaboration andeptation of suggestions on state support to
this category of citizens in a 3-months term.

In 2011 the Ministry for Regional Development cdll@ commission to elaborate a new
procedure of state support provision. The commmssiomprised the representatives of the
Ministry for Regional Development, Ministry of Finees of Russia, Ministry for Economic
development, Federal Migration Service and repitasiers of NGOs, including the author of the
report Svetlana Gannushkina.
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In the course of several sessions the Commissaboeted a detailed procedure of state support
provision having divided the target audience ireéhgroups:

- citizens who lost housing and who are registénethe local authorities as in need of housing;

- citizens who were granted the status of a forsetfler but who did not receive any state
support;

- citizens who received state support in accordavitte Ruling # 510 of the RF Government of
30 April 1997.

A stage-by-stage solution of the problem for thentéll 2015 was suggested.

But the CAC keeps receiving letters from citizend &lGOs of assistance to refugees and forced
migrants citing the same problems: the programmestafte support is practically not
implemented. As of the present moment only thoggstered as low-income and in need of
housing can receive real assistance, i.e. the dagtgory of citizens. The others — those who
provide for themselves but who have not receivedrapensation for the lost housing until now,
those who have received a small sum due to thenabsgf adjustment for inflation, those who
are not registered a low-income but don't have @sing of their own and many others fail to
obtain state support.

Svetlana Gannushkina keeps drawing attention ostlogety to this situation, and corresponds
first of all with the RF Government concerning then-fulfilment of the commission of the
President of 2010. As of today these actions havedht no result.
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How economic disputes are settled in Chechnya

The story ofAlvi Shaipov, residing in the Chernorechye village of the Zakay district of
Grozny and his appeal to the head of the Republitha ultimate authority show as quickly and
not at all in favor of the law economic disputes settled inn Chechnya.

Memorial Human Rights Center repeatedly informeat fbr two years Shaipov had been trying
to defend his property — a water tower where he wasng to open a cafe (see
http://memo.ru/d/85044.htmhttp://memo.ru/d/136259.htmlOn the night of 15 June 2012 the
District Prefecture, despite Shaipov's documentshenproperty, demolished the building. No
legal written instructions had been given to do it.

Shaipov turned to Memorial Human Rights Center ey

On 10 July 2012 Shaipov applied to the Prosecuiiffice of the Zavodskoy district complaining
of an illegal demolition the building. Simultanebuse turned to the Zavodskoy Interregional
Investigation Department (MSO) complaining of abuafeoffice. The application lodged with
MSO was returned as it was allegedly not signedth®y applicant. Shaipov sent another
application but did not receive any answer. Theas wo reaction from the Prosecution Office
either.

Shaipov tried to find out what happened to his @ppbns. He received an oral explanation that
an inspection was under way. At the same time $kagnd his relatives were subjected to
pressure. Unknown persons visited the entreprermeut demanded he should recall his
applications. The Prosecution Office and MSO ddiicirecommended to do the same.

Shaipov turned to the Zavodskoy district court dedmag to recognize the inaction of the
Zavodskoy MSO and Prosecution Office as illegale Tourt dismissed his complaints. After
that, however, official answers from these bodiesrenreceived. According to the MSO
notification the department found a violation i tactions of unidentified persons provided for
by article 330 (arbitrariness) of the RF Criminad@, in connection with which the material
was sent to police department # 3 of Grozny. Jugtiy their answer, the Prosecution Office
referred Shaipov's application for inspection t® litcal police department.

Memorial HRC lawyer turned to police departmentwith a request to provide the results of the
inspection. It followed from the answer of the pelithat in the course of the inspection a
violation of article 286 (abuse of office) and elgi 330 (arbitrariness) of the RF Criminal Code
were found. The materials were sent to the prosmcuiffice of the Zavodskoy district to
determine the jurisdiction. Later the opening o€raminal case at Shaipov's application was
denied. The lawyer appealed against this decidion, the court left the complaint without
consideration.

At the same time the trial concerning the recognitof the prefecture actions as illegal was

2 Seenttp://www.memo.ru/d/158578.html
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under way in the Arbitral Court of the Chechen R#jmu The judge dismissed Shaipov's
demands. The prefecture representative statedhisvagency was not involved in the demolition,
though he didn't deny the presence of his stati@ademolition of the building. According to the
prefecture representative's words, he was jusindyiby and stopped.

Shaipov filed an appeal to the"L@ppeal Arbitral Court in the city of Essentuki Sfavropol
territory. But the court left the decision unchatige

Finally, Shaipov turned to Ramzan Kadyrv through ltiistagram.

On 18 March 2013 a meeting of Kadyrov and Shaipmk tplace, at which the head of the
administration of the Chernorechye village Khasamiéev, representatives of force structures
and the mayor's office took part. The meeting wasadicast on local TV. Alvi Shaipov told
Kadyrov about his problem, named those guilty Far demolition of the building. However, the
head of the Republic did not find any violationtle actions of the local officials. He stated that
the order on the demolition of the water tower ioidged directly from him.

The head of the administration of the Chernoreclijjage, whom Shaipov blamed for illegal
demolition, acknowledged his responsibility in Zyer way:

1 When we were standing there, him (Alvi Shaipawe author's nofeand his brother came up
to us, started having it out with me at once andataling explanations. | said | was head of the
region and that | was responsible for the demalitMy chief at that time was Muslim Khuchiev
(ex-mayor of Grozny the author's nofe This one came down on me. | said that if he e@nb
have a fight, | agree, I'll send away my securitg averyone — and we'll fight. He said he hadn't
come for a fight, but wanted to talk to the peradro was in charge of the demolition. | repeated
that | was head of the region and that | was ingdaf these actions. It turns out, they went to
the Prosecution Office, called the police, wrotecamplaint on me to the Investigation
Committee.

The head of the Republic supported Kamaev. He tegdhat it was his personal decision, and
the head of the administration was not to blametfdrhe leaders of the republic were guided by
the main aim in this case — to restore the repubji@ll means. Kadyrov explained to Shaipov
that the attempts to alter the water tower intafe gvould have cost him much more than to build
a new one. Moreover, the water tower was locateshstl on the highway, and no one would have
allowed Shaipov to do it. But if he wanted to dcsibess, the head is ready to help him. “We
won't let you build anything there, as this is #ome for the construction of state objects. He (the
head of the administration the author's noteis spending his own money on equipment and
works. People are working there. Did you see adation pit being dug there? We have already
spent 80 000 000 rubles on these works. And whehuid everything up there and put things in
order, who will benefit from it? First of all, yowhildren. We are doing our best for your and
your children's sake. By the way, not a kopeckefstate money was spent on it. We are doing it
ourselves, building, cleaning. Do your busineske tany land slot around the lake, show me a
project of what you want to make, and I'll five yadand slot. Work and pay taxes — and that's it.
But no one would ever want to come to your towetamof a hill. If you want to build a hotel —
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do it, a Disneyland — you're welcome, anything y@ant — | allow you”, - stated the head of the
Republic.

Frightened Shhaipov assured everyone that if tieeside was made by the head of the republic,
he didn't have any more questions. He also said hitbacouldn’t undertake any construction
projects, as he didn't have the funds to do it. @ didn't miss the opportunity to remind
Shaipov of the money he was spending “complaininglit sorts of courts”. Alvi explained that
he considered the actions of the authorities ungumst that is why he sent his complaints.
Kadyrov answered:

- | swear by the Koran, he (Khasan Kamaahe-author's nofedid you a real favor. You need
bricks for construction, concrete, a land parc#lallocate this to you. What do you want? Tell
me what you need for the start. Just build, andtdeep a half-destroyed building.

Alvi Shaipov rejected financial assistance of tkeadhsaying he could provide for himself.

In the opinion of the republic head, things woudé gone so far as Shaipov tried to calmly talk
to the head of the administration.

As far as we know, Alvi repeatedly tried to do Iut no one took his arguments into
consideration.

Kadyrov “left” Shaipov the right to continue litigan, if the latter still considered the decisidn o
the authorities unjust. He stated that he was réagwy for all his expenses, even take a vacation
to go with him everywhere and testify that the 8img was demolished at his instruction:

- Four courts have said you're wrong. Not only ime€hnya, but in Essentuki as well but I'm
telling you now — appeal for thé"gime. If you fail, then appeal in Moscow. If thegfuse you
there, go to the Hague court, and then to Amernocamts. They hate me”, said Kadyrov. “Turn to
human rights defenders. | am not asking you natpjoeal. We say we are right anyway, because
it was necessary to demolish the building and 8@& demolished”.

At the end of the meeting Kadyrov insisted on dorimal reconciliation between Shaipov and
Kamaev.
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Discreditable practices with maternal fund

lllegal cashing of maternal fund — one of widesgdreams of fraud — has become widespread in
the North Caucasus as well. As a result certifitettielers receive only a part of the funds due,
and quite often swindlers steal the whole fund. dtads of women fall victims, criminal cases
are opened (see http://www.memo.ru/d/179248.html).

Maternal fund fraud has acquired the most outragi@maracter and scale in Chechnya: armed
law enforcers defend the criminals here, whilewittims seeking redress are threatened with an
execution.

In cases of fraud with maternal fund criminal caaes opened. In other republic of the North
Caucasus officials have repeatedly been brougtririnal responsibility for the last few years

But in Chechnya officials turn out never involvedfiaud'.

Meanwhile it is obvious that the officials hindegithe use of maternal fund provoke the citizens
to effect illegal deals. And the fraud can act anlyollusion with officials and sometimes even
policemen.

Nevertheless, none of the officials or policemes been charged. 15 out of 140 victims dared to
continue seeking justice: in October 2012 they sentplaints to 12 instances, including federal
and republican agencies of the Investigation Cotemithe Federal Security Service (the FSB),
prosecution offices, the Interior Ministry and tfF President. The applicants cited facts
testifying to the fact that a large-scale fraud Ildonot have been committed without the
participation of the officials of the Pension FunidRussia for the Chechen Republic and high-
ranking law enforcers in the Chechen Republic. laréh 2013 the Interior Ministry of the
Chechen Republic accomplished the verificationaotd indicated in the complaints. Opening of
a criminal case was denied. The decision on den&d cancelled, a new inspection was
appointed. In April prosecution was again deniedNbvember the applicants have repeatedly
appealed against the denial.

According to the official data, in March 2012 thevéstigation Department of the Interior
Ministry of the Chechen republic referred to coaitriminal case with regard to the resident of

3 See ««\Visits to the Pension Fund of Dagestan htte://kavpolit.com/obyski-v-pensionnom-fonde-

dagestang/

«Ex-head of the Pension Fund in Ingushetia susgdetlarge scale frauchitp://www.kavkaz-
uzel.ru/articles/203869

«Ex-head of the Pension Fund of Ingushetia intpa¢detention, report law enforcergitp://www.kavkaz-
uzel.ru/articles/204180

«Under the case of Pension Fund department inikdakiaz heads of 18 commercial companies checked»
http://www.kavkaz-uzel.ru/articles/213233

4 «Two Chechen residents charged with selling makeimad certificates»

http://www.kavkaz-uzel.ru/articles/207840tp://www.memo.ru/d/179248.html
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the republic Rumisa Alieva charged with a largdeséeaud. According to the materials of the
case Alieva by previous concert with a group of gheostole other persons' property and
documents. With the help of her two acquaintandes forged the permissions for the
construction of houses.

Alieva got in touch with maternal fund certificatelders, introduced herself as an employee of
various companies or a bank employee, gained tihusit and offered them to cash maternal fund
at a fee, i.e. receiving the cash against forgedtcoction documents. In fact, certificate holders
did not receive any money.

Alieva was charged with stealing 48 million rublés.September 2012 the Zavodskoy district
court of Grozny sentenced Alieva to six years gbrisonment, two other women got suspended
sentences. According to official information, soofahe victims were paid their money back in
the amount of 5 million rubles. One of the victiniE8mira Isaeva, told her story. In 2009 she
received a maternal fund certificate for the sun33® thousand rubles and decided to use it for
the improvement of the housing conditions of thaifg— build a new house. To do it she first of
all had to sign a contract with the constructiompany to get construction materials, and then —
to submit this contract to the republican agenofethe Pension Fund so that they transferred the
funds to the account of the construction company.

It is noteworthy that in Chechnya construction matdor these purposes can be purchased only
in the companies that are directly cooperating hiln Pension Fund. It is known that some of
these construction companies formally belong to réflatives of the Pension Fund officials.
According to Isaeva, there are huge lines in tlvesepanies, and their employees openly demand
3 thousand rubles to draw up the documents.

In August 2010 Isaeva learnt from the people inlthe about a certain Rumisa Alieva who
“helps to make accessible maternal fund”. Isaeva toll that Rumisa was working directly at
the instruction of the republican government toishsthe Pension Fund and construction
companies, since the latter were not coping wighflilw of applicants

Elmira Isaeva met Alieva. The latter produced afatsle impression on her. Rumisa had several
assistants, was guarded by policemen. Alieva dadiss acting at the instruction of the head of
the republic Ramzan Kadyrov, that she was allegadifructed to pay special attention to the
families with disabled children. Elmira's daughiera person with childhood disability, had

several complicated surgeries and was in need of.nidmira believed she would get assistance.

A few days later Rumisa's assistant, a certain hdabljabrailova, called Isaeva. She said that to
quickly receive construction materials Isaeva wasgive her the following documents: the
children's birth certificates, marriage certificatee original of the maternal fund certificate,
copies of the parents' passports, a certificai@esafrance, etc. Elmira gave her the copies of the
documents, but kept the original of the maternatfaertificate.

The next day Alieva called Elmira herself and asked to give Marina the original of the
certificate. Marina came to Isaeva's house with 84o\Djambekov, who introduced himself as
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Marina's husband. Marina told Elmira that they meetb go together to the town of Shali to
Rayana construction company (later on renamed igav&troy). Isaeva gave Djabrailova the
original of the certificate. When they came to §hthle company agents gave her to sign some
forms. Some of them had something written on thiead,she wasn't let to read them, and just
obediently signed them.

Two weeks later Rumisa Alieva called one again askkd to come to Shali one more time and
sign the rest of the papers. Isaeva fulfilled heguest, and then went together with Marina
Djabrailova to a notary and drew up an obligatiorspend the funds of the maternal certificate
for the improvement of the family's housing corafis.

Then, accompanied by Djabrailova, Elmira Isaevatverihe Zavodskoy district department of
the Pension Fund. Marina entered one of the depattwifices without waiting in a line and
went out together with the Pension Fund officiainea Anetta, who took Elmira's documents.
Then Isaeva was invited to draw up the documentianwelfare payments unit, but her child
burst out crying in her hands, and she had to leaveé Marina gave instructions to Anetta to fill
out and sign all the documents for her.

Later, at the stage of the investigation, she bgatdave she didn't write any applications.

Isaeva got in touch with Alieva to find out aboutther actions, and the latter asked to wait for
two months. She explained it took time to acconhplise whole procedure. However, two
months later Elmira did not receive any reasonabkever. Alieva more and more often did not
answer her calls. Then Isaeva decided to go t@ahstruction company to find out the fate of
the certificate. She managed to meet the managerhéme company who advised her to turn to
the Pension Funds. In the district department ef Pension Fund Elmira found out that her
money was transferred to the account of the Raganatruction company two months ago. It
was not explained to her on what grounds it wasdon

She went to the construction company again, anddaut that Marina Djabrailova and Movsar
Djambekov had taken her money for the purchasemdtcuction materials in cash.

Isaeva and her husband decided to demand conetructaterials or the money from Rumisa
Alieva. They found out they were not the only wvicsi of the swindler. EImira met other deceived
women and having found out Alieva's address, thegtwo her place.

At the entrance they aw a crowd of people demanthiag certificates. It turned out that Alieva
was making her deals right at her place. The wotrned to enter the house, but armed security
did not let them. A camouflaged man came out tonthatroduced himself as Vakha (nicknamed
Mad). He demanded the women would leave and staltedting above their heads. Vakha stated
he was a cousin of the head of the republic omlaher's side.

Then Elmira called Marina Djabrailova and Movsaampekov and demanded they should give
her certificate back. They threatened that if slemtioned their names, they would deal shortly
with her.

50

OtoT1 matepuan BbinyweH MOO ML, "Memopuran", KoTopbiin BHECEH B peecTp, NpeaycMoTpeHHbIn cT. 13.1.10 3 "O6 HKO". Mbl obxanyem 3To peLueHve.



In winter the deceived women organized a piquet tiga mayor's office in Grozny trying to
draw the attention of the municipal managementheirtproblem. Grozny mayor Muslim
Khuchiev went out to them and announced he wouldittv unauthorized rallies. The women
broke up.

Isaeva came to Alieva's home once again to tallerdtshe met an armed person wearing a
uniform who introduced himself as the police heddhe Kurchaloy region Bagir Sadulaev. It
was later ascertained it was not true. It meanshdad important tied in the power structures,
otherwise he would have been immediately detainedvéaring weapons and a uniform.

Sadulaev said that he was acting at the orderedfi¢tad of the republic and was to make sure that
Alieva should return the certificates to the womianhis presence Alieva signed an obligation to
return maternal funds to 22 women.

But time passed, and there were no results. Isaedaother deceived women continued to
complain to various instances. Elmira called hejuammtance from the force structures and told
about her problem. Sadulaev somehow learnt abcandtstarted threatening the women with
rape and “leaving them to rot in prison”

At the end of 2010 Elmira turned to the Organizedin€ investigation department of the
Chechen Interior Ministry in connection with Sadws threats. The next day, when Isaeva was
at the department, Alieva and Sadulaev came tAdte. their visit Elmira was told to go home,
that there was no and won't be any application finem

Some time later Alieva called Elmira and said shé already paid the Chechen Interior Ministry
officers a million rubles to hush up the case.

On 5 March 2011 Marina Djabrailova's brother calgrhira and asked her to come to Shali so
that he gave her the certificate back provided shatstopped complaining.

They came to Shali after 9 p.m. and saw Marina y&dva and her brother in a car. The brother
asked them to follow his car. So they did. The cdopped in a deserted place, near the forest.
Movsar Djambekov accompanied by armed camouflageglp drove up to them in three cars.
They started threatening Elmira with shooting, &ed husband who tried to protect her, was
beaten up. Neither the money, not the certificads returned to them.

Later, when the Investigation department of thedBka Interior Ministry started investigating
the fraud case, Isaeva told the investigator albodbwever, the crime was not investigated.

Criminal proceedings were instituted only in A@2011. Alieva was accused of fraud (p. 4 of
article 159 of the RF Criminal Code), stealing @ifotal documents committed out of mercenary
interests (p. 1 of article 325), complicity as agamiser in forging of official documents (p. 3 of
article 33, p. 1 of article 327). Her two accome$iovere accused only of forging the documents.
The investigation lasted for a year.

On 26 September 2012 Alieva was sentenced to sixsyaf imprisonment. The court obliged
Alieva to pay all the stolen money to 140 victirAs the lawyer's question what she did with the
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money she said she had spent it. The court dictvert ask this question to the defendant. A lot
from Elmira's and other victims' testimonies werg reflected in the interrogation transcripts
during the investigation. Moreover, according taelga, her testimonies in the course of the trial
were not fully reflected in the court hearings senpts. None of the officials taking part in the
fraud was held liable. The investigation did nat\aar the question where the allegedly allocated
funds disappeared.

It was not indicated in the criminal case fileh&tproperty of at least one victim was found and
what had been done to find it. According to Isadlig, officials of the RF Interior Ministry for
the Chechen Republic did not register all her ewigan procedural documents, did not take into
account her complaints of threats. They flatly sefil to register the fact of threats of physical
reprisals on the part of Marina Djabrailova, MovBgambekov and their security.

Corrupt alliance of swindlers, officials and forstructures is still flourishing. As it was
mentioned in the introduction, the forms of fraude adifferent, but their results are
insurmountable. At the director of the Pension Fohdhe Chechen Republic Mokhmad-Emin
Akhmadov reported to the head of the republic Rankadyrov two years ago already: «We can
assert that the problem of fraud in this sphereKimg with maternal fund -author's notgis not
longer topical for the republic”

See also:

«Five persons suspected of large-scale stealinoptérnal funeb,

«Ilnqush Interior Ministry investigating maternalnfli and business subsidies
fraud»

«1,5-million worth fraud with maternal funds revedlin Chechnya»

«Chechen resident made 44 million rubles on maltéund»,

«lnvestigation does not rule our the involvementst#dte structures in maternal
fund fraud»»

«Suspects of maternal fund fraud detained in Chegohn

«4606 maternal fund certificates issued in Chechsigae the beginning of the
year»n

«Any attempts to cash maternal fund are illegal»
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Conclusion

In conclusion we can't but mention a flagrant atphese of xenophobia, migrant phobia and
Caucasian phobia merging into a wave of hatreddftippRussia.

Neither the population, nor the authorities repnésteves consider the residents of the North
Caucasus as full-fledged Russian citizens. Oftemitgn and fear towards them exceed
xenophobia with regard to the Central Asian citszdh might probably be explained by the fact
that the Caucasian residents are ready to staridrupemselves when they are humiliated. The
notorious events in Biryulyovo following the murdsfra local young man by a migrant fell short
of a real pogrom on 13 October. (However, some etemof the pogrom still did take place:
driver of non-Slavic appearance were thrown outhefr cars, passers-by were beaten up, etc.).
The police, which stopped a pogrom, the next dagted a real hunt for migrants in the streets
and in houses at the order of the Moscow Chief deeant of Interior Ministry head Yakunin.

Two days after a cut short pogrom, on 15 Octobggueng Chechen Andi, graduate of a Moscow
university who had been living in the capital fdoag time, was attacked in a shuttle bus.

The shuttle but was driving along the Kutuzov pextpAndi was sitting next to the driver. A
man on the bus came up to Andi from behind andowitlany preliminary signs of his intention
stabbed Andi in the neck. Then he tried to stabiAmthe chest, but the latter covered his chest
with his left hand which was severely damaged i&&salt — the ligaments were cut.

The shuttle bus stopped, the driver jumped outt,o6dreamed from fear and ran away. The
assailant escaped, Andi tried to catch him, buhdelb with no strength left.

No one interfered, not a single car stopped whildzerbaijani named Gulam caught up with the
shuttle bus. He put Andi in his car and tried tmpsa police car to speed up the delivery of the
wounded to the hospital. The policemen from thst fiar he stopped refused him saying it was
not their area. But other policemen helped to tAkei to the hospital and insisted on his
hospitalization which was at first denied to hinedo the absence of a medical insurance. (see
http://refugee.ru/news/bej-ego-v-serdjseXndi spent in hospital two days and was sent out
without even an epicrisis.

Our lawyers took up the case but failed to assctigeainvestigation activities.

The situation in Chechnya has drastically worseafegt the tragic events connected with rebem
fighter's assault on Grozny on 4 December 2014 r@sult of the assault 14 law enforcers died,
36 were wounded. Right after that the head of theocBen Republic Ramzan Kadyrov
announced thaif anybody kills a policeman or any other persahe family of the rebel fighter
will immaediately deported from Chechnya, and tbade will be demolished together with the
foundation».This announcement was perceived as an order andmwvasdiately fulfilled: at
least 12 houses of the relatives of assumed rigbeefs'.

A critical situation established in the Chechen t#jgc might exert an unpredictable impact on

the general situation of Chechens in Russia.
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